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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 21st July 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
179/09 PRESENT

Councillors R G Dickens (Chairman), J Smart (Vice-Chairman), P H Durling, M D Grindrod,   G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, P Smart, A Twyford and M J Smith.
180/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors S N Durling and M L Wickstead.  
181/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.  

182/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the 16th June 2009 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

183/09 BUDGET COMPARISON

The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2009/10. There were no matters arising.

PLANNING 

184/09 Applications for consideration

RESOLVED that the under-mentioned applications be dealt with as follows:

1. W2009/0530 – erection of a first floor extension to rear, 11 Carlisle Close, Leegomery, Telford – no objection.
2. W2009/0546 – erection of 2 No. 1 bed flats, 5 Castle Street, Hadley, Telford – no objection.
3. W2009/0557 – erection of a modular building to accommodate Children’s Outpatients Department, Land at Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford – no objection (Councillor Mrs P Smart asked that it be noted that she had abstained on a matter of principle).
4. W2009/0559 – change of use from private open space to private garden land, and erection of a 2m high fence, 27 Kingfisher Way, Leegomery, Telford – no objection.

5. W2009/0561 – erection of a first floor side extension, 3 Cavell Close, Leegomery, Telford – no objection.

185/09 Permissions granted (for information only)
NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:
1. W2009/0172 – amendment to attached dwelling approved under W2006/0709 including roof alteration to provide 2nd floor accommodation, and erection of first floor rear extension to existing dwelling, 29 Wheatley Crescent, Hadley, Telford.

2. W2009/0356 – erection of a secure cycle shelter adjacent to rear staff car park, Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford.

3. W2009/0394 – alterations to external appearance of building, installation of two generators and 6 air conditioning condensers and formation of a plant area, Unit 400, Queensway Business Park, Queensway, Hortonwood, Telford.

4. W2009/0402 – erection of a 2m high security fencing and gates, Wilsons Auctions, Trench Lock 2, Trench, Telford

186/09 Notification of appeal 

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has received notification of an appeal against its decision to refuse permission for the following:

1. 1. W2009/0268 - Change of use of premises from A1 (shop) to A5 use (hot food takeaway), 8 Gladstone House, High Street, Hadley, Telford.

GRANT APPLICATIONS


The Committee noted that the budget provision for Grants for 2009/10 is £5,000.00, of which £1550.00 had been spent leaving a balance of £3450.00.
187/09 Applications for consideration

RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should make the following grant which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:
Millbrook Primary School

£500.00

and that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972 should make the following grant:

Shropshire Male Chorus


£200.00.
188/09 Thanks for grants previously made

The Committee noted that thanks for grants previously made have been received from the following:

· S.T.A.B.L.E.

· Telford Samaritans
· Leegomery Community Club

· Wrekin Young Leaders
189/09 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS BUDGET HEADING – REVIEW

The Committee reviewed the items which were included in the budget provision for Environmental Improvements as follows:


Floral displays (hanging baskets, floral crowns, planters)

£5500.00


Provision for new planters in Hadley



£  500.00


Contribution to planting on traffic islands



£  500.00


Apley Woods






£1500.00


Items requested by HLC pupils




£  500.00


Sundries






£  250.00

Total budget






£8750.00

The Committee was informed that the relevant Borough Council officers had confirmed details of planned expenditure in respect of new planters for Hadley (£500.00), planting of traffic islands (£500.00) and Apley Woods (£1500.00 towards the cost of further plants, bulbs, trees and benches) and the committee agreed that confirmation of these sums can be given to the Borough Council. The Committee noted that the Floral Displays sum (£5500.00) is fully committed, and agreed that the provision of £500.00 allocated for environmental improvement items requested by pupils of Hadley Learning Community should be retained pending any further such requests, or in due course allocated to other purposes. Similarly the sundries provision of £250.00 can remain for future allocation. 

RECOMMENDED that the foregoing be approved.  

190/09 FINANCE – VAT IN RESPECT OF COMMUNITY CENTRE EXPENDITURE

The Committee received a report in respect of the ability of the Council to reclaim VAT incurred on Community Centre expenditure. The report outlined the VAT regulations which apply to Parish Councils and the treatment of VAT on expenditure relating to community centres and village halls. The regulations allow VAT to be reclaimed in respect of such expenditure only up to certain de minimis limits, and in 2002 the Council approved an arrangement that had been agreed with HM Customs and Excise (now H M Revenue and Customs) by which a proportion of the VAT (20%) could be reclaimed, based on a floor area calculation of the different uses of the building. However, based on the Council’s routine annual expenditure in respect of the community centre the total VAT amount now falls within the de minimis limits and can be reclaimed in full. The Council will need to review the position in the light of budgeted expenditure before the start of each new tax year, and if in any one year it is considered that the VAT amount relating to community expenditure will be exceeded then the floor area based method would need to be resumed for that year, by agreement with HMRC. The report recommended that the Council agrees to this change and from 1st April 2009 re-claims the full amount of VAT subject to the de minimis limits in force. It will also be possible to submit a claim for repayment of the under-claimed sums for the previous two years, which will be subject to agreement by HMRC.
RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the above arrangements
191/09 CASTLE FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE

RECOMMENDED that the Council agrees to a reduction in the area of the shrub bed at the front of Castle Farm Community Centre due to the impact of the Yew tree on the growth of plants in the area nearest to the tree, and authorises the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements (s.19, Local Govt. (Misc. Provns.) Act 1976).
192/09 PARISH OFFICE

RESOLVED that the purchase of an additional four drawer filing cabinet for storage purposes in the parish office at a cost of £116.00 excluding VAT be authorised (s. 111 LGA 1972).

PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

193/09 Financial Report
The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
194/09 Renewal of Guaranteed Investment Account

The Committee was informed that the Co-operative Bank Guaranteed Investment Account opened on the 9th April with the sum of £150,000.00 matured on the 9th July at which date interest amounting to £327.14 was added to the balance. The resulting balance has been re-invested for a further 3 month period at a fixed rate of interest of 0.5%. This will generate a further £187.90 in interest on the 9th October.
RECOMMENDED that the foregoing be ratified (note: the Clerk has been granted delegated authority in respect of these arrangements).
195/09 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed a list of payments to be made.

RESOLVED that 

(1) the drawing of cheques numbered 301237, 301238 and 301240 to 301253 and payment of direct debits in favour of Neopost Finance Ltd, UK Fuels Ltd. and British Telecommunications Plc as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors R G Dickens and J Smart are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

196/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw. 
197/09 CASTLE FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE EXTERNAL REDECORATION

The Committee considered quotations in respect of the external redecoration of Castle Farm Community Centre, together with repairs to certain areas of rotten woodwork. There is a budget provision of £2500.00 in the current financial year for this work.  A suggestion was made that the existing timber windows, doors and frames be replaced with upvc items. The Committee acknowledged that this would require additional funding and the Clerk was therefore asked to obtain estimates in this respect for consideration with the draft budget for 2010/11. 
RESOLVED that the quotation for the external redecoration of Castle Farm Community Centre in the sum of £1468.00, submitted by M W Tart, be accepted; and that the Clerk is authorised to accept the lower of quotes awaited in respect of repairs to the rotten woodwork (s.19, Local Govt. (Misc. Provns.) Act 1976).
198/09 CEMETERY GATES

The Committee considered proposals for alterations to the cemetery gates layout which are required due to the poor condition of the block pillars which currently support them. It is suggested that the gate pillars are removed, leaving the gates together with their steel gate posts which are in place immediately behind the pillars (requiring one new post for the pedestrian gate), that the existing low boundary wall is then extended to meet the steel gate posts, and that two wrought iron panels are installed to fit on top of the wall adjoining the outermost gate posts. Preliminary costings are available by way of a quotation for demolishing the pillars and rebuilding part of the adjoining wall (£1155.00) and provision of one new steel gate post (£180.00).
RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised to seek a comparative quotation in respect of the demolition of the gate pillars and associated works and to then accept the lowest quote received; and to purchase the new steel gate post from the manufacturer of the existing posts at a cost of £180.00; and to obtain a design and cost for two wrought iron panels for further consideration (s.214, LGA 1972). 
The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

                                   _______________________________         

                                                                                              Chairman, 15th September, 2009  
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