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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 20th October 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
299/09 PRESENT

Councillors R G Dickens (Chairman), J Smart (Vice-Chairman), P H Durling, M D Grindrod,    P Smart and A Twyford.
300/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors G I Moore and R R Plenderleith.  
301/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor M D Grindrod declared a personal interest in respect of item 15 – Police Vehicle Sponsorship – due to him being a volunteer for the Local Policing Team.  

302/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the 15th September 2009 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

YOUTH PROJECT

303/09 Youth Engagement Worker’s Report

The Council’s Youth Engagement Worker gave a report of her initial activities since commencing the role on the 1st October. The report confirmed that a target group of 833 young people living in the Parish has been identified who will be surveyed to establish the type of provisions that is needed. Questionnaires are to be distributed through schools, with a £25 voucher prize draw to encourage their completion. Four volunteers have already been recruited who would be keen to work with the project if it goes ahead, and more are being sought. Liaison has taken place with the Hadley Junior Youth Club, a youth club run by another Parish Council, and further visits to voluntary youth clubs are to take place soon. A further progress report will be given to the next meeting of the Committee.
304/09 Purchase of mobile phone – ratification

RESOLVED that the purchase of a mobile phone with a pay-as-you-go tariff, at a cost of £22.95, for use in the role of Youth Engagement Worker is ratified; noting and approving that it was necessary for the Clerk to make payment by personal debit card subsequently reimbursed by the council, and that therefore the receipt for the phone is in the personal name of the Clerk. (s.19, Local Govt. (Misc. Provns.)Act 1976; s.111 LGA 1972)
305/09 BUDGET COMPARISON REPORT

The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2009/10. There were no matters arising.
PLANNING 

306/09 Applications for consideration:
RESOLVED that the under-mentioned applications are dealt with as follows:
1. W2009/0854 – erection of a single storey rear extension following demolition of existing store room, 5 Haybridge Avenue, Hadley, Telford – no objection subject to confirmation that proposal does not obstruct any right of access to other properties.

2. W2009/0870 – erection of a single storey rear extension, 2 Near Vallens, Hadley, Telford – no objection.

3. W2009/0872 – change of use from open space to private garden land, erection of 1.83m high fencing and erection of 2 No. pigeon lofts, 75 Aintree Close, Leegomery, Telford – object on grounds of unacceptable visual impact of proposed fences at prominent position, and impact on neighbours of proposed pigeon lofts in respect of smell and noise nuisance.

4. W2009/0881 – erection of 170 No. dwellings with associated infrastructure and formation of new access, Hadley Quarry, Hadley, Telford - deferred to the next meeting of the full council in order to provide all members with the opportunity to comment.
307/09 Permissions granted (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

W2009/0675 – erection of a two storey side extension, Wayside, Horton Lane, Horton, Telford.

308/09 Permissions refused (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has refused permission in respect of the following:

W2009/0633 – erection of a two storey rear extension, 76 Redlands Road, Hadley, Telford.

309/09 GRANT APPLICATIONS


The Committee noted that the budget provision for Grants for 2009/10 is £5,000.00, of which £2400.00 has been spent leaving a balance of £2600.00.
RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should make the following grant which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:
G16/09
Leegomery Methodist Church    £200.00
310/09 TELFORD AND WREKIN COUNCIL WINTER SERVICE POLICY REVIEW

The Committee received and considered a letter from Telford & Wrekin Council regarding its Highway Winter Service Policy for 2009/10. Amendments had been made arising from the acute difficulties experienced nationally last winter in respect of severe frosts and a shortage of grit. The routes which will be salted in times of frost and snow have been divided in to primary and secondary routes, with priority given to the primary routes.

RECOMMENDED that the Council agrees with the revised Winter Maintenance Policy.
311/09 REMEMBRANCE PARADE AND SERVICE SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2009

RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:- 
REMEMBRANCE PARADE AND SERVICE 8TH November 2009

Band:    Salopian Brass




£500.00

Young people’s and cadet groups (if attended) –


Telford Sea Cadets



£200.00


83 St. George’s Squadron ATC


£200.00


Donnington Detachment Shropshire 

Army Cadet Force



£200.00

1St Ketley Boys Brigade



£  50.00



              

Bugler: C Foskett




£  50.00

RBL Poppy Appeal: donation re: wreaths supplied
£  50.00

Refreshments etc




£250.00

Total





           £1500.00
312/09 PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL LITTER BIN

The Committee considered a request for an additional litter bin to be located as identified by the recent Operation Clean Sweep reconnaissance at a cost of approximately £300.00. 
RESOLVED that the Council funds the provision of a litter bin at Haybridge Avenue, Hadley at a cost of approximately £300.00, and that a request is submitted for the purchase to be made under the Borough Council’s “two for one” matching scheme which would reduce the cost to the Parish Council by one third; and that if the purchase can not be made through the afore-mentioned scheme then the Council will meet the full cost. (ss. 5 & 6, Litter act 1983)
313/09 HADLEY PEOPLE’S PARTNERSHIP (HaPPi) – FUNDING OF WORKING LUNCHES

RESOLVED that the Parish Council joins with other partner groups which attend working lunch meetings of HaPPi in paying in turn for the cost of one such lunch per year, or less frequently if more partners do so, at a cost of approximately £30.00. (s.111 LGA 1972)
314/09 CEMETERY CHAPEL – POLICY RE: USE

The Committee considered a report relating to the potential use of the cemetery chapel for purposes other than funeral services. Two enquiries have been received recently, one as to whether the chapel could be used for a wedding and another as to whether it could be used for a blessing of a marriage that had taken place elsewhere.
The report set out the legal background to the provision of the cemetery chapel and also the governance arrangements in respect of weddings. The Committee took account of the following information:

The cemetery chapel is a non-denominational building provided under the powers given by the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977 for the conduct of funeral services. It is important to note that it is not a church, and is not linked to any religion or faith. It is therefore not possible for any religious wedding ceremonies to take place in the chapel; those must take place in church buildings licensed for the purpose. The other form of wedding ceremony is a civil ceremony conducted by a registrar, and relaxations in the law now allow for a variety of different types of premises to be licensed for the conduct of civil ceremonies. Enquiries are still in progress with the Borough Registrar to establish the criteria and conditions which apply to the licensing of premises and a further report will need to be submitted to the Committee or Council in due course.
In respect of the enquiry relating to the use of the chapel for marriage blessings, there are no legislatory considerations in that respect and the Council could permit the use of the chapel for this purpose. Those wishing to use the chapel for a blessing would need to obtain the agreement of their minister before approaching the Council. The Committee also considered what arrangements and conditions would be needed if the use of the chapel for blessings was permitted. Permitted times would need to be agreed, within the cemetery’s normal hours and the resourcing of opening, closing and cleaning will need to be determined. It was also agreed that, in common with many churches, the use of confetti within the chapel or cemetery grounds could not be permitted.
It was felt that the frequency of requests for use of the chapel for blessings would be low, and that agreement should be given to permit it use for marriage blessings if requested subject to conditions to be formally agreed.

RECOMMENDED that the Council permits the cemetery chapel to be hired for the purpose of marriage blessing ceremonies, subject to conditions to be formally agreed, and that initially the charge for such use is set at the same level as the charge for funeral services, currently £57.00; and that a further report is to be submitted in respect of the regulation of civil marriage ceremony venues and recommended conditions in respect of the use of the chapel.
315/09 CEMETERY – WORK PLACEMENT

The Committee received a report on the cemetery work placement arrangement which it had agreed to at its last meeting. A report by the Cemetery Superintendent was read out, confirming that the arrangement had proved to be successful for all parties, and it was confirmed that the placement can continue.
316/09 POLICE VEHICLE SPONSORSHIP – BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

In view of the relatively small number of members present it was suggested that this item should be referred to the next meeting of the full Council for discussion and decision.
RECOMMENDED that this item be referred to the next meeting of the full Council.
PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

317/09 Financial Report

The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
318/09 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed a list of payments to be made.

RESOLVED that 

(1) the drawing of cheques numbered 301311 to 301331 and payment of direct debits in favour of UK Fuels Ltd., Edf Energy and British Telecommunications Ltd. as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors R G Dickens and J Smart are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.
                                   _______________________________         

                                                                                              Chairman, 17th November, 2009  
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