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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 16th March 2010, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
540/09 PRESENT

Councillors R G Dickens (Chairman), J Smart (Vice-Chairman), P H Durling, M D Grindrod,   G I Moore, P Smart and A Twyford.
Clerk to the Council: Colin Potts

Youth Engagement Officer: Kirsten McCavery

Local Policing Team: PC Jenny Nally, CSO Alan Ambrose.

541/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors C S J Harrison and R R Plenderleith.  
542/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests
543/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the 16th February 2010 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

544/09 HADLEY FETE/FUN DAY 2010

The Chairman welcomed two members of the Local Policing Team and the Council’s Youth Engagement officer for this item. A discussion took place on proposals for a fete/fun day to take place in Hadley to celebrate the registration of the Village Green. A preferred date of 20th June was agreed upon but this will be subject to confirmation or change depending on availability of attractions and participants. The event will have the theme of a community fun day similar in format to the two Parish fetes previously organised by the Council. PC Nally will investigate the possibility of some funding from the Police Community fund, and the Council has itself set a budget provision of £1000.00 for this purpose which could be amended if the Council agrees. It was proposed that a sub-committee be formed to deal with the arrangements, with councillor members and also non-councillor members who have offered to help. It was noted that the Council has already delegated responsibility for the event to the Finance and General Purposes Committee including the appointment of a sub-committee.
RESOLVED that an Events Sub-Committee be appointed and that the following members are appointed to serve on the Committee until the date of the next annual meeting of the Council:

Councillors M D Grindrod, C S J Harrison, G I Moore, P Smart and S Thomas, the full council to consider whether to increase the membership if other members are willing to serve;
and that the Local Policing Team for Hadley & Leegomery and Mrs Lesley Savage are invited to serve on the committee as non-councillor members;
and that the Clerk and the Youth Engagement Officer are to attend the meetings of the Sub-Committee;
and that the Sub-Committee’s terms of reference include authority to agree all arrangements relating to the proposed fun day including authority to agree expenditure within the budgets allocated and apply for funding from other sources.

YOUTH PROJECT

545/09 Ratification of delegated expenditure

RESOLVED that expenditure totalling £347.07 in respect of the Hadley Youth Café authorised by the Clerk under delegated authority is ratified.
546/09 Purchase of football table

The Committee consider a request by the Youth Engagement Officer for the purchase of a football table for the Youth Project. Members studied details of one suitable table, and 
RESOLVED that the Clerk and the Youth Engagement Officer are authorised to select the most suitable product for purchase within allocated budget provisions.
547/09 Invitation to join Alliance of Voluntary Youth Clubs

The Committee considered an invitation to join an Alliance of Voluntary Youth Clubs, which is a formal offer of support to voluntary clubs by Telford & Wrekin Council’s Voluntary & Community Support Service. The Committee was mindful that the Council had chosen to set up its own youth provision independently from the Borough Council, and that it wished to remain independent of the Borough Council in this respect. Support is available from the Voluntary and Community Support Development Manager if needed and it was
RECOMMENDED that the council declines the invitation to join the Alliance of Voluntary Youth Clubs.
BUDGETS

548/09 Monitoring report

The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2009/10. There were no matters arising.
549/09 Budget revisions and earmarked reserves

The Committee considered recommendations in respect of adjustments to budget provisions and transfers to earmarked reserves. 
RECOMMENDED that the following adjustments are made to budget provisions:

Castle Farm Community Centre

£500.00 from Heat, Light, Cleaning heading to Equipment and Capital heading

£500.00 from Heat, Light, Cleaning heading to Maintenance heading
And that the following transfers from unspent provisions to Earmarked Reserves are made:
£2500.00 from Youth Project – Parish Council provision to Earmarked Reserve for Youth Project – Parish Council to be used for future Youth Project expenditure.

£1450.00 from Christmas Lights Provision to Earmarked Reserve for Christmas Lights, to be used towards new equipment/features.

£600.00 from Environmental Improvements Provision to Earmarked Reserve for Floral Displays, to be used towards costs of additional displays.

£1500.00 from Footway Lighting Improvements Provision to Earmarked Reserve for Footway Lighting for future improvements.

£1,000.00 from Bus Shelters Provision to Earmarked Reserve for Bus Shelters towards future replacements or refurbishments.

PLANNING 

550/09 Electronic notification of planning applications

The Clerk informed the Committee that Telford & Wrekin Council has announced that its electronic planning system will go live on the 22nd March, and that after that date no further paper based applications will be received by the Parish Council. All applications on which the Parish Council is consulted will be viewed on a screen using a lap top computer and PC projector, and the Council’s comments will be submitted electronically through the system.

551/09 Applications for consideration
RESOLVED that the undermentioned applications are dealt with as follows:
1. W2010/0124 – siting of an eco toilet, Apley Castle Woods, Apley, Telford – no objection.

2. W2010/0134 – erection of a 2.1m high anti-climb fencing and double gates and construction of a new vehicular access to rear of site, 44 & 46 High street, Hadley, Telford -object on the grounds that the proposed fencing will look out of character at this highly visible location in the centre of Hadley situated directly opposite the shopping centre. Telford & Wrekin Council has announced its intention to implement a regeneration scheme for Hadley Centre and the Parish Council is of the view that the proposed fencing would not compliment any improvements made to the shopping centre. The Council has no objection to the creation of vehicular access to the rear. 

3. W2010/0155 – change of use from class B1, B2 and B8 to gymnasium (class D2), Unit 14, Hadley Business Park, Hadley Park Road, Hadley, Telford – no objection.

4. W2010/0161 – erection of 1 No. internally illuminated 2.5m high free standing double sided display unit (retrospective), Trench Lock Garage, Trench Lock, Telford – no objection.

552/09 TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER – CRESCENT ROAD

RECOMMENDED that no objection be made in respect of a proposed Traffic Regulation Order to vary restricted times of waiting restrictions in Crescent Road, Hadley.
GRANTS

The Committee noted that the budget provision for Grants for 2009/10 is £5,000.00, of which £4,600.00 has been spent leaving a balance of £400.00.
553/09 Application for consideration

RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972 should make the following grant:

Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival   £50.00
554/09 Surplus budget provision
The Committee was mindful that a number of Grant applications are expected to be received in the near future, and it was proposed that the surplus provision remaining after making the above grant, being £350.00, could be added to the provision for grants in the 2010/11 budget. The surplus will form part of the general Fund at the year end and it was 
RECOMMENDED that budget provision for grants for 2010/11 is increased by £350.00 and that the corporate budget for 2010/11 is amended to that effect and to reflect that an additional £350.00 will be drawn from the General Fund.
555/09 Thanks received for grants previously made

NOTED that thanks have been received in respect of grants previously made to Hope House Children’s Hospices and Mark’s Pit Stop.
556/09 ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

The Committee reviewed quotations in respect of electrical works.
RESOLVED that the quotation submitted by Lakin Electrical in the sum of £175.00 in respect of the periodic inspection and certification of fixed wiring at Castle Farm Community Centre be accepted; that the quotation submitted by PP Electrical in respect of the hourly rate applicable to routine electrical works in the sum of £22.50 per hour be accepted and that PP Electrical will be the appointed contractor for routine electrical maintenance works for the next three years subject to approval by the council of any proposed increase in prices within that period.
557/09 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CONTRACT

The Committee received a report and quotations in respect of the Council’s Christmas Light contract. The Committee was reminded that it had selected a contractor following receipt of three competitive quotations in September 2009, and that the successful contractor had subsequently closed its business after completing the contract for 2009, resulting in the need to find a replacement at short notice. Temporary arrangements for the storage of the equipment and features had been made at no cost to the council, and three suitable contractors were sought that could be invited to quote. Subsequently one of the three withdrew, leaving two new quotations. The Committee was of the view that the two quotes received could be compared to the two unsuccessful quotes submitted in September 2009, and that this would satisfy the requirement to obtain three quotations. Both of the new quotations were lower than the two previously unsuccessful quotes.
The Committee also considered recommendations that the opportunity be taken to change the types of bulbs used in the festoon lighting to LED type, which although costing more to purchase initially have a much longer life than traditional tungsten filament bulbs and use significantly less electricity.

The Committee also had to take account of a factor which affects the ability of contractors to undertake the contract - the requirement to install and remove six temporary 8 metre street lighting columns in high Street, Hadley to support the festoon lighting along High street. It is generally only street lighting contractors who have the capacity to manage this element of the work, and to enable a quote to be considered by a contractor who could not accommodate the columns, a quote has also been obtained from the Borough street lighting contractor to install, remove and store the columns as a separate contract.

The Committee discussed the quotations received and also the additional recommendations made by one contractor, which have been confirmed as desirable by the Borough Council’s Street Lighting Group Engineer. Quotations had been received from Turnock Lighting and Securasound Ltd. The latter was considered in conjunction with a separate quotation by Prysmian Ltd for the lighting column element of the work. The quotations for the contract based on the continued use of traditional GLS tungsten filament bulbs were as follows: Turnock Ltd. £7731.00; Securasound/Prysmian total £7784.00. The lowest of the unsuccessful quotes for the same specification in September 2009 was £11250.00

Quotations were also received to include the provisions of LED bulbs for 2010 and beyond. There would be an additional cost to replace all bulbs in the first year, but in the following years the cost will be similar to the non-LED option due to the longer Life of the LED bulbs, whilst traditional bulbs are all replaced on an annual basis. Turnock Ltd had also advised that its quotation included the fitting of mains spike and surge suppressors where LED bulbs are used to protect the more sensitive and more expensive LED bulbs against power fluctuations. The company had also advised that further investigation should be carried out with a view to upgrading the electrical infrastructure which supplies the features affixed to the Britannia Way footbridge, and had also quoted a removal fee for the collection of the equipment and transfer 
to storage. These additional items are all one-off costs. The quotations for the LED option were: Turnock Ltd. £10156.00 (including additions as above); Securasound/Prysmian total £9300.64.
RECOMMENDED that, taking in to consideration the additional detailed information put forward as set out above, and the experience of the contractor in manufacturing and installing Christmas lighting features, the quotation submitted by Turnock Ltd to include the supply and fitting of LED bulbs in the sum of £10,156.00, plus a removal charge of £250.00 should be accepted. (Noted that Financial Regulation 11.1(j) states that the Council shall not be obliged to accept the lowest tender, quote or estimate). 
558/09 ST. GEORGE’S DAY BUNTING

RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised to purchase St. George’s flag bunting and arrange for it to be erected in Hadley Centre and at Castle Farm Community Centre from 19th April until 26th April at a total cost of approximately £210.00; and that the Council confirms that this will be a permanent annual arrangement until it decides otherwise.
559/09 CASTLE FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE – URGENT WORKS IN KITCHEN

The Committee was informed that as a result of a recent inspection of the community centre kitchen by Environmental Health Officers it was necessary to replace the work tops, attend to an area of tiling and carry out some associated works.

RESOLVED that a quotation submitted by T R Carey in the sum of £536.00 in respect of replacement worktops, tiling and associated works in the kitchen at Castle Farm Community Centre is accepted.
560/09 ANNUAL CONTRACTS

RESOLVED that the following quotations be accepted in respect of renewal of existing contracts for 2010/11:

· grounds maintenance at Castle Farm Community Centre 2010/11 £608.33


· grounds maintenance at War Memorial 2010/11 £500.00
561/09 INSTALLATION OF BARRIERS AT UNDERPASS, WHITCHURCH DRIVE – REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTION TO COST

The Committee considered a request by Telford & Wrekin Council Anti Social Behaviour Unit for support by way of a financial contribution towards the cost of installing staggered barriers at the Whitchurch Drive underpass to deter the illegal use of motor cycles. The total cost of the project is £1200.00.

RESOLVED that the Council contributes the sum of £400.00, to be charged to the budget provision for Environmental Improvements. (s.31, LGRA 1997).
562/09 EASTER CONCERT

RESOLVED that the following donations be made in respect of the Council’s Easter Concert to be held on the 24th March:

Hadley Learning Community – Primary Phase

£150.00




       - Secondary Phase

£150.00

Shropshire Male Chorus




£200.00

Hadley Methodist Church



£  50.00

Church Organist




£  50.00

Holy Trinity Church Hadley



£  25.00
Total






£625.00
(s.145 LGA 1972)
PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

563/09 Financial Report
The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
564/09 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed a list of payments to be made. Councillor R G Dickens had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn and payment authorities to be signed.
RESOLVED that 

(1) the drawing of cheques numbered 301480 to 301493, payment of direct debits in favour of UK Fuels Ltd. and Neopost Ltd, and payment of salaries by BACS totalling £4921.95, as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors J Smart and P Smart are authorised to sign the authorities for payment and the cheques to be drawn.
565/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
The following item of business involved discussion relating to an employee of the Council.

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.
566/09 CEMETERY

The Committee reviewed quotations in respect of grass cutting and other maintenance to be undertaken by sub-contractors during a period in which the Cemetery Superintendent will be on sick leave.

RESOLVED that the quotation submitted by P & W Contracting Ltd in the sum of £132.00 per visit be accepted.
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
                                   _______________________________         

 cpmins223                                                                                            Chairman, 20th April 2010 
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