 B
HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 16th February 2010, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
482/09 PRESENT

Councillors R G Dickens (Chairman), J Smart (Vice-Chairman), P H Durling, M D Grindrod,   C S J Harrison, G I Moore, P Smart, M J Smith and A Twyford.
Clerk to the Council: Colin Potts

Secretary to Wrekin Area Committee, Shropshire Association of Local Councils: Katrina Baker

483/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillor R R Plenderleith.  
484/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests
485/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the 19th January 2010 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

486/09 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw for the duration of the next item only.

487/09 SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – SUBSCRIPTION FEE REVIEW

The Chairman welcomed the Secretary of the Wrekin Area Committee of S.A.L.C., Katrina Baker. Mrs Baker spoke to the Committee a revision of subscriptions payable by member councils to the County Association. At this stage proposals are being drafted and Mrs Baker was present to seek the views of members of a larger local council in respect of the value for money that they perceive is received by member councils from SALC, how they would react to an increase in affiliation fees if it came about, and the fair balance of the fees structure across all sizes of councils.
Details of options being considered, which are confidential at this stage until a draft proposal is agreed upon for consultation, were explained. Members were of the view that membership of the County Association and thereby the National Association is essential, and that both currently provide value for money in the services provided. Members agreed that provided a fair and equitable fee structure was agreed then a modest increase in fees for this council would not be unreasonable.

Mrs Baker explained that any changes would not come in to effect until 2011/12, and that consultation would take place at later date. The Chairman thanked Mrs Baker for attending. 

488/09 BUDGET MONITORING

The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2009/10. There were no matters arising.

PLANNING 

489/09 Applications for consideration:
RESOLVED that no objection be made in respect of the following:
1. W2010/0044 – erection of a single detached dwelling with garaging, land adjacent to Wayside, Horton Lane, Horton, Telford.

2. W2010/0049 – erection of a single storey extension to rear and first floor extension to front following removal of existing conservatory, 22 Manchester Drive, Leegomery, Telford. 

490/09 Permissions granted (for information only)
NOTED that Telford & Wrekin council has granted permission in respect of the following:
1. W2009/1022 – change of use from class B1, B2 and B8 to Class D2 (gymnasium), Unit 502, Queensway Business Park, Hadley Park, Telford.

2. W2009/1048 – erection of a two and a half storey building for 5 flats and formation of access and parking, 95 Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford.

491/09 Permission refused (for information only)
NOTED that Telford & Wrekin council has refused permission in respect of the following:
1. W2009/1033 – siting of 1 No. 6.2 metre long advertising balloon 50 metres above the ground, 501 Queensway Business Park, Hadley Park, Telford.

492/09 GRANTS

The Committee noted that the budget provision for Grants for 2009/10 is £5,000.00, of which £4,000.00 has been spent leaving a balance of £1,000.00.
RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should make the following grants which, in the opinion of the Committee, are in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:
G24/09 Mark’s Pit Stop




£300.00
G29/09 Telford & Wrekin Branch Shropshire
& Mid Wales Kidney Patient Association


£300.00 

493/09 NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM VISIT

The Committee considered the necessary arrangements and expenditure for a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum for members of the local branch of the Royal British Legion and others. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised to proceeded with arrangements for a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum to take place on Wednesday 19th May, departing from Hadley at 9.15 a.m. and returning at 2.00 p.m. from the Memorial Arboretum arriving in Hadley at approximately 3.00 p.m.; that a quotation submitted by A T Brown Coaches in the sum of £238.00 being the lowest of three quotes received, is accepted; that after confirming the number taking part from the Royal British Legion and Council, places are offered to other local branches of ex-servicemen’s associations to fill the coach.
CASTLE FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE

494/09 Storage

The Committee considered quotations and specifications in respect of the construction of storage cupboards at the rear of the stage area in the Community Centre.
RESOLVED that the quotation and specification submitted by Michael Clarke Carpentry and Joinery in the sum of £1500.00, being the lowest of three quotes received, is accepted.
495/09 Gas service contract

RESOLVED that the Gas Service contract in respect of gas appliances at Castle Farm Community Centre is upgraded immediately to provide full breakdown cover for the whole heating system including parts and labour (the present level of cover being only in respect of the boiler and not including parts costs), together with annual service of the boiler and cooker range and the provisions of  an annual safety certificate; and that payment of an additional premium of £88.35 to Connaught Compliance Gas Services Ltd. for the period to the 13th May 2010 is authorised; and that renewal of the contract on the 13th May at the higher level, subject to confirmation of the annual premium when known, is authorised.
496/09 Trees

The Committee was informed that a recent inspection of trees at Castle Farm Community Centre, further to Council minute 332/09, had revealed that a Sycamore tree situated close to the building had several cavities at the point of previous pollarding which have weakened the tree, and recommended that it should be felled.

RESOLVED that the felling of a Sycamore tree at Castle Farm Community Centre at a cost of £250.00 excluding VAT is authorised, the works to take place as soon as possible to avoid the onset of bird nesting. 
497/09 PUBLIC TOILETS

RESOLVED that the following maintenance works at the public toilets is authorised

(a) Re-painting sections of wall and door in gents toilet to cover graffiti
(b) Repair of sticking door to disabled toilet and making good paint

(c) Steam cleaning of ladies toilets to remove mildew

(d) Purchase and installation of paper towel dispenser and waste bin in disabled toilets

Costing:


(a) & (b) £189.00 excl. VAT


(c)         £135.00 excl VAT


(d) 
£36.97 plus fitting costs

PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

498/09 Financial Report
The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
499/09 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed a list of payments made and to be made.

RESOLVED that 

(1) the drawing of urgent cheques numbered 301450 & 301451 is ratified; and the drawing of cheques numbered 301452 to 301464, payment of direct debits in favour of British Gas and Neopost Ltd, and payment of salaries by BACS totalling £4477.87, as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors J Smart and M J Smith are authorised to sign the authorities for payment and cheques to be drawn.
The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.
                                   _______________________________         

 cpmins219                                                                                         Chairman, 16th March 2010 
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