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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 15th June 2010, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
135/10 PRESENT

Councillors C S J Harrison, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, P Smart, S Thomas and                  M L Wickstead.
Clerk to the Council: Colin Potts

136/10 ELECTION OF MEMBER TO ACT AS CHAIRMAN FOR MEETING

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the meeting being absent, it was

RESOLVED that Councillor P Smart is elected Chairman for this meeting of the committee.

137/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors R G Dickens, M D Grindrod and J Smart.  
138/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests.
139/10 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the 18th May 2010 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

140/10 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

The Committee received a report by Councillor Thomas of a review carried out with The Borough Council’s Environmental Maintenance Officer. The purpose of the review was to identify areas that could be enhanced by planting additional, new or replacement shrubs within the Parish. The Committee can then decide on priority areas within budget limitations, and proceed to plan ahead for future planting for inclusion in subsequent years’ budgets.

The following locations had been identified with estimated costs as detailed:

· The Village Green – shrub beds bordering High Street and Manse Road to be replanted with a focus on summer colour on High Street side (£1600.00) and autumn colour on Manse Road side (£700.00); the central shrub bed around the Oak tree to be removed and grass seeded, with bulbs planted (£200.00). 

· An area on the verge of the link road from High Street to Britannia Way – this area may be affected by the regeneration proposals but relatively low cost items could be put in that could be transplanted if necessary (£300.00).

· Britannia Way west side of footbridge, embankment to shopping centre -  planted jointly by Parish Council and Borough Council two years ago but some shrubs did not survive. This needs replacement and additional shrubs (£400.00).

· Britannia Way east side of footbridge, embankment to shopping centre – replant with new shrubs (1500.00).

· Britannia Way north side opposite shopping centre – climbing plants (£400.00).
· Grass verge below the Mulberry tree on Britannia Way – additional bulbs here (£150.00).

· Grass verge at corner of Leegate Avenue and Hadley Park Road – additional bulbs (£200.00).

In the longer term the Committee would like to see the benches on the village green replaced.

Councillor Thomas has spoken to shop owners at Haybridge about possible bulb planting by

themselves in the grass verge in front of the shops (privately owned). 
To complete the above would require funding over a two or three year period, but the Committee agreed that the immediate priority should be given to enhancing the village green area, together with filling the gaps in the area already planted on Britannia Way. This would require £2900.00 in the current year. The budget provisions for Environmental Improvements has an available balance of £1900.00 and the sum of £1000.00 would need to be vired from reserves to enable this to proceed in the current year. Consideration would then be given to the remaining areas when the budget for 2011/12 is set.
In addition to the above the Council has also been asked to consider funding planting of appropriate climbing plants along a fence to be installed by the Borough Council on Perry Way, behind properties in The Nettlefolds. This is designed to provide a screen to prevent anti social behaviour currently taking place which affects those properties. This would require funding from reserves and detailed costs are awaited for the Council to consider.
The Committee was also asked to consider two proposals for additional litter bins. The locations are at Hadley Park Road and Near Vallens. It was noted that a bin may become available which is likely to be removed from its current location, and this could be installed at one of these locations. Any expenditure on bins would now need to be funded from reserves due to the expenditure already recommended on other environmental improvements and the committee therefore asked that this be referred to the full council to consider an appropriate transfer and amendment to budget.
The Committee heard that the Council may be eligible to apply for grant funding for the improvements to the village green and the Clerk is to investigate this. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves arrangements for planting as described at the following locations, subject to receipt of detailed planting specifications: 

· Three areas on the Village Green total cost £2500.00
· Britannia Way adjacent to footbridge cost £400.00

and that the sum of £1000.00 is vired from the General Fund reserve to the budget provision for Environmental Improvements; and that the expenditure in respect of the Village Green is reviewed in the event that the Council is able to secure grant funding.
141/10 ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE
The Committee was informed that the Borough Council’s Environmental Maintenance Officer is experiencing difficulty maintaining grassed public areas at four locations in Haybridge Road due the vehicles being parked on the grass. This is causing serious deterioration of the grass and also prevents access by contractors to cut the grass. The Council has been asked to support action to prevent vehicles parking on the grass.

RECOMMENDED that the Council writes a formal letter to Telford & Wrekin Council asking that action be taken to prevent vehicles parking on the public grass areas on the south side of Haybridge Road between its junction with Halldene and the Haybridge traffic island.
142/10 BUDGET MONITORING

The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2010/11. There were no matters arising.
PLANNING 

143/10 Applications for consideration
RESOLVED that  the under-mentioned applications are dealt with as follows
1. TWC2010/0219 – Erection of a first floor extension and conservatory to rear, 58 Kingfisher Way, Apley, Telford – no objection.

2. TWC2010/0247 – retrospective application for a mobile park home single detached garage, 2 No. timber sheds, and change of use of site for temporary storage of 12 No. touring caravans and temporary siting of 1 No. mobile park home for repair, Jordan’s Yard,                1 Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford – object on the following grounds:
Unacceptable mixed use of site as residential and commercial; overcrowding of site with mobile park home, garage, sheds and touring caravans; concerns over access by large towed units along a route which is now predominantly used by pedestrians; similar concerns over access to and from Haybridge Island which carries a high volume of traffic. 
144/10 Permissions Granted (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

1. W2010/0011(Full Planning) – erection of 18 No. dwellings, construction of new vehicular and pedestrian access through west wall of kitchen garden and provision of additional parking spaces off Apley Castle, former Watkins Nursery, Apley Castle, Telford.

2. W2010/0065 – erection of a single storey extension to side of dwelling, 26 far Vallens, Hadley, Telford.

3. TWC2010/0092 – erection of a conservatory, 8 Ashford Close, Hadley, Telford.

145/10 Application withdrawn (for information only)

NOTED that the following application previously submitted has been withdrawn:

1. TWC2010/0054 – conversion of existing garage into bedroom with en-suite, 18 Hedingham Road, Leegomery, Telford.

PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

146/10 Financial Report
The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
147/10 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed lists of payments made and to be made. Councillor R R Plenderleith had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn and payment authorities to be signed.
RESOLVED that 

(1) the Drawing of cheques numbered 301589 to 301616 and payment of salaries by BACS totalling £4559.87, as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors P Smart and M L Wickstead are authorised to sign the authorities for payment and the cheques to be drawn.
148/10 GRANTS

The Committee noted that the budget provision for grants for 2010/11 is £5350.00, £500.00 of which has been spent leaving a balance of £4850.00.

RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 will make the following grants:
G04/10   83 St. George’s Sqn ATC 




£500.00
G06/10   Telford & Wrekin Council Play and Activities
 – Hadley and Leegomery Summer Play Schemes

£500.00
And that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should make the following grant which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will directly benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:

G05/10   Leegomery Community Club




£200.00 
149/10 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The Committee received a report in respect of the Council’s Christmas lights which included the following:

(a) infrastructure at Hadley Centre

(b) renewals planned for 2010

(c) second new feature for footbridge

(d) possible additions at Leegomery Centre

The Clerk had attended a site meeting with the Council’s Christmas lighting contractor and the Borough Council’s Street lighting Engineer and arising from that the following recommendations were made:

(a) infrastructure at Hadley Centre
One of the fixing bolts which supports the cross-centre features has failed, and it is necessary to provide more secure means of fixing if the existing displays are to be retained. The Committee was mindful that if the proposals for the regeneration of Hadley Centre proceed the displays will only remain in the current form for another two or possibly three seasons. It is therefore proposed to replace the top fixing points for catenary wires on the Kings Head public house (subject to permission from the property owners) with wall plates to spread the load that is currently borne by a single fixing. A central support would also be added by way of two street lighting columns, one placed at the mid point of each catenary. The Borough Council Street Lighting Engineer has proposed this solution and has confirmed that he will arrange for the supply and installation of these columns at no cost to the Parish Council. These could potentially also be used to carry floral displays during the summer. The cost of the replacement wall fixings will be £645.00.
(b) renewals planned for 2010

In view of the expenditure required on the fixings as detailed above, it is proposed that no replacements will be undertaken this year other than to replace any failed components.
(c) second new feature for footbridge

Both features which attach to the footbridges over Britannia Way and Leegate Avenue failed in 2009 and one was replaced last year. A replacement feature over Leegate Avenue is required this year, and a new feature to the same specification will cost £2300.00. A new time switch and control unit is needed at a cost of £200.00.
(d) possible additions at Leegomery Centre
A site inspection at the new shopping centre in Leegomery confirmed that there is little scope for attaching displays to the new building or to lighting columns. It is therefore suggested that a display is placed in trees facing the new shops consisting of white LED festoon lighting. This would require a power supply and controls from an adjacent lamp columns and the total cost of equipment and installation would be £1464.00
The Committee noted that the budget provision for Christmas Lighting is £13750.00, and that there is the sum of £1450.00 in an earmarked reserve representing unspent funds from 2009/10. If these sums were both utilised and the additional expenditure detailed above was undertaken there would be surplus of just £185.00 to cover costs of repairs that may be required. 

RECOMMENDED that

(1) the Council approves the installation of two lighting columns at Hadley Centre as additional supports for the lighting displays, the installation to be arranged by Telford & Wrekin Council at no additional cost to the Parish Council;

(2) expenditure as detailed above in respect of the infrastructure at Hadley Centre, a second new feature for the footbridge at Leegate Avenue and additions at Leegomery Centre at a total cost of £4609.00 is approved, and that the Council’s Christmas Lighting contractors are instructed to carry out the required works;
(3) the sum of £1450.00 is vired from the earmarked reserve for Christmas Lighting to the budget provision for Christmas Lighting.
150/10 WAR MEMORIAL
The Committee was informed that provision had been made in the Council’s budget for 2009/10 for the cleaning of the war memorial, but that the work had not been carried out. The surplus provision of £920.00 had therefore formed part of the General Fund Reserve brought forward at 1st April 2010. The Committee agreed that in view of the specialist nature of the work, and that the memorial is now listed, the contractors who restored the memorial in 2005 and cleaned it in 2007 should again be used.
RESOLVED that a quotation for the cleaning of the war memorial submitted by the Council’s existing contractors Eura Conservation Ltd in the sum of £815.00 is accepted; that Financial Regulation 11.1(i) is waived to enable the price to be accepted without competition for the reasons stated above; and that the sum of £800.00 is vired from the General Fund reserve to the Cenotaph budget provision.
151/10 HADLEY YOUTH CAFÉ – SUMMER PROGRAMME

The Committee received a report by the Youth Engagement Officer which included proposed activities during the coming months. It is planned to trial a Friday night session by holding a disco and karaoke night incorporating a talent show, as requested by the young people, on Friday 6th August. Skills already discussed for inclusion are singing, guitar playing, stand up comedy and film making. If this is successful further Friday evening session will be planned.  A barbeque and games night is also planned, and investigation is being made for a day trip, possibly to the Beaudesert outdoor activity centre at Cannock Chase. Details of costs are to be obtained for consideration. To consider recommendations for additional activities for Hadley Youth Café during the coming months.
Arising from the planned activities it was confirmed that the Council should obtain a TV licence and Performing Rights Licence for Castle Farm Community Centre.

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves expenditure of £90.00 in respect of hire of a disco for the 6th August, and that the Clerk is authorised to clarify the requirements regarding TV licensing and Performing Rights licensing and to obtain such licences as are required.

152/10 VILLAGE GREEN FUN DAY 2010 – PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the following payments are authorised:

Express Distribution – distribution of flyers


£97.20 plus VAT

I Will Print – printing of flyers




£84.00

Halfords – purchase of two extra gazebos, re-imbursed

to C M Potts






£85.08 plus VAT

Purchase of beads etc for Youth Café, re-imbursed

to K McCavery






£25.95

Hadley Methodist Church – hire of facilities


£50.00

153/10 FUNDING FOR BARRIERS TO DETER MOTORCYCLES ABUSING FOOTPATHS

The Committee considered a request by the Borough Council Anti-Social Behaviour Officer that the funding of £400.00 agreed by the Council in March this year towards the cost of installing staggered barriers at the Whitchurch Drive underpass be diverted to enable barriers to be installed at another location which is currently a much higher-rated hotspot. The Council’s contribution is part of the total cost which is shared with other agencies
A report by the Anti-Social Behaviour Officer recommended that a stronger more vandal resistant type of barrier should be installed on the path at the southern boundary of Hadley Learning Community which runs from Haybridge Avenue to the railway crossing to Ketley.  

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the change of location for the funding contribution of £400.00 as described above. 

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

                                   _______________________________         

cpmins235                                                                                            Chairman, 20th July 2010 
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