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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 8th December 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
380/09 PRESENT

Councillors R G Dickens (Chairman), J Smart (Vice-Chairman), P H Durling, G I Moore,          P Smart, A Twyford and M L Wickstead.
In attendance: K McAvery, Youth Engagement Officer.

381/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors M D Grindrod and R R Plenderleith.  
382/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests
383/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the         17th November 2009 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

384/09 YOUTH PROJECT

The Council’s Youth Engagement Officer presented a report which provided information and updates relating to:
· Volunteers – now 9 wishing to join the project and undergoing training

· Young peoples focus group to be set up

· Possible venues, with the most suitable proving to be Castle Farm Community Centre, although it will be necessary to provide more storage facilities

· Equipment requirements

· Networking with other voluntary youth leaders, local policing team, and the principal of HLC

· Results of survey of young people

The final report and recommendations are now being prepared for consideration by the Council on the 5th January.

The Clerk raised the question of storage facilities at Castle Farm Community Centre, and explained that various options had been considered including purchase or lease of a steel storage container (outside the building), use of existing external storage cupboard, and constructing new cupboard space inside the building. Due to the type of equipment that needs to be stored it was felt that additional internal storage was the most suitable, and this could also provide space for other purposes in the long term as well as for the Youth Project. The Committee agreed that the Clerk should seek quotes for construction of storage at the rear of the stage, for consideration.

The survey of young people that has been undertaken included a prize draw for a £25.00 HMV voucher, which had been intended to encourage completion of the questionnaires. A draw took place and the winner of the voucher was Elliot Sharp.

PLANNING 

385/09 Applications for consideration:
RESOLVED that no objection be made in respect of the following:
1. W2009/1000 – erection of a two storey office block, Plot D6 Hadley Park, Hadley, Telford.

2. W2009/1001 – erection of a two storey office block, Plot D5 Hadley Park, Hadley, Telford.

3. W2009/1004 – external brick cladding of existing modular building, Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford.

386/09 Permissions granted (for information only)
The Committee noted that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following: 
1. W2009/0791(TPO) – Tree works at 19 & 21 Sulby Drive, Apley, Telford.
2. W2009/0796 – ground floor ward extension and external alterations, Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford.

387/09 TREE PRESERVATION ORDER

The Committee noted that Telford & Wrekin Council has made a Tree Preservation Order in respect of the following:

1 No. Oak at 74 Hadley Park Road, Hadley, Telford.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 2009

388/09 Christmas parties for senior citizens

The Committee confirmed final arrangements for the parties scheduled for the following two days, 9th and 10th December, and confirmed payments made and to be made against the allocated budget as follows:

Buffet



£1034.55 


Entertainment


£  210.00


Refreshments


£  300.00 (estimated)


Transport


£  140.00 (estimated) 


Gifts



£  450.00


Wrapping paper, cards, crackers£    84.18


Table decorations

£    70.00


Raffle prizes 


£    30.00 (some vouchers held from last year)


Light set for sleigh

£      5.98





£2324.71  Gross budget £2600.00


Deposits paid


£  294.00

Net cost


£2030.71
The Committee acknowledged that there would be some further minor expenditure items which will be reported to the next meeting.

RESOLVED that the expenditure detailed above is authorised.
389/09 Christmas Concert

The Committee confirmed final arrangements for the Christmas concert which takes place on the 15th December, and confirmed the following payments to be made against the allocated budget:

Hadley & District Orpheus Male Voice Choir

£200.00


Millbrook Primary School



£200.00


Apley Wood Primary School



£200.00


Hadley Methodist Church



£  50.00


Holy Trinity Church




£  25.00








£675.00

RESOLVED  that the expenditure detailed above is authorised
390/09 BUDGET COMPARISON REPORT
The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2009/10. There were no matters arising.
BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2010/11

391/09 Draft budget

The Committee considered the Council’s draft budget for 2010/11 which had been prepared by the Clerk. The following amendments to the suggested provisions were made:
· Castle Farm Community Centre hire fees – main hall agency rate increased to £10.00 per hour to be more in line with competitors; concessional rate for Hadley Orpheus MVC increased to £5.00 per hour.

· Youth Projects – contribution to Telford & Wrekin Council reduced by £2,000.00 to £4,000.00

· Environmental Improvements – increase by £2,000.00 to £12,500.00 to meet cost of purchasing new planters for Hadley.

· Community Events – increase by £1,000.00 to £1,500.00 to provide funds for an event related to the village green.

· Grants – retained at 2009/10 level of £5,000.00

· Remembrance Parade – increase by £100.00 to £1,600.00 to meet revised costs

The Committee also recommends that the sum of £1,400.00 is added to the earmarked reserve for community centre repairs. The amendments do not alter the suggested net funding requirement which remains at £256,955.00.

RECOMMENDED that the amended net budget of £253,055.00 and additions to earmarked reserves totalling £3,900.00, as set out in appendix 1 attached, is approved and adopted by the Council.
392/09 The corporate budget

The Committee considered a report which set out the amount of precept that would be required to meet the total funding requirement detailed at minute 391/09 of £256,955.00, taking account of proposed movements in reserves.
The Committee agreed that the following sums totalling £7,500 should be drawn from reserves:

· £2,000.00 from the Floral Displays Earmarked Reserve (for new displays at Leegomery)

· £2,500.00 from the Footway Lighting Earmarked Reserve (towards energy costs)

· £3,000.00 from the General Fund in respect of the contribution towards markets
The sum of £249,455.00 would then need to be funded by the precept giving rise to a Band D Equivalent Charge of £61.35, which is 0.94% higher than the 2009/10 figure of £60.78.

RECOMMENDED that the net budget is financed as follows:


Precept


£249,455.00


From Reserves

£    7,500.00

Total


£256,955.00
PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

393/09 Financial Report
The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
394/09 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed a list of payments to be made.

RESOLVED that 

(1) the drawing of cheques numbered 301377 to 301402, payment of a direct debit in favour of Severn Trent Water, and payment of salaries by BACS totalling £4793.47 as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors P Smart and M L Wickstead are authorised to sign the authorities for payment and cheques to be drawn..

CEMETERY

395/09 Policy re: memorials etc.

RECOMMENDED that a revised cemetery memorials policy, resulting from amendments to allow memorials containing stained glass panels to be approved, is adopted by the Council (copy attached)

396/09 Exclusion of the Press & Public

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.
397/09 Plots allocated for cremated remains

The Committee received a report in respect of duplicate allocations of two plots in the area of the cemetery set aside for the burial of cremated remains. The mistakes have arisen due to inaccuracies in the cemetery plan dating from 1989 and 1994, and also due to insufficient space being physically available on the ground for the total number of cremated remains plots allocated on the plan. Two purchasers of Exclusive Rights of Burial have accepted alternative plots and revised deeds have been issued. The owner of the space originally designated as cremation plot 51 has been allocated the rights to plot YCP53D, and the owner of the space originally designated as cremation plot 50 has been allocated the rights to plot YCP51B. The plan has been amended accordingly and appropriate markers placed on the ground. 
RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the action taken to resolve the matter as detailed in the report and summarised above.
The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
                                   _______________________________         

 cpmins214                                                                                       Chairman, 19th January 2010 
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