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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

held on the 15th September 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Note: The Committee has delegated authority to incur individual items of expenditure of up to £2,500.00 from within its agreed budget without reference to the Council. Recommendations for expenditure in excess of £2500.00 are subject to ratification by the Council.
247/09 PRESENT

Councillors R G Dickens (Chairman), J Smart (Vice-Chairman), M D Grindrod, G I Moore,      R R Plenderleith, P Smart, A Twyford, M J Smith and M L Wickstead.
248/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors P H Durling and S N Durling.  
249/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.  

250/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee which was held on the 21st July 2009 (previously circulated) be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

251/09 BUDGET COMPARISON

The Committee reviewed a budget comparison report in respect of the Council’s budget for 2009/10. There were no matters arising.

252/09 BUDGET 2010/11 

The Committee was asked to confirm whether it wished any specific additional items/projects/services to be researched for inclusion in the draft budget for 2010/11. Following a discussion of two possible items - the provision of UPVC windows at Castle Farm Community Centre and the employment of a Parish Warden - it was decided that these should be deferred to be considered at a later date.
PLANNING 

253/09 Applications for consideration
RESOLVED that in respect of the following application:
1. W2009/0721 – erection of a single storey side extension, 14 Sparrowhawk Way, Leegomery, Telford.
No objection be made.
254/089 Permissions granted (for information only)
NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:
1. W2009/0530 – erection of a first floor side extension, conversion of garage to living accommodation and erection of garage to side of property, 11 Carlisle Close, Leegomery, Telford.

2. W2009/0546 – erection of 2 No. 1 bed flats, 5 Castle Street, Hadley, Telford.

3. W2009/0559 – change of use from private open space to private garden land and erection of a 2m high fence, 27 Kingfisher Way, Leegomery, Telford.

255/09 Permission refused (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has refused permission in respect of the following:

1. W2009/0516 – erection of a 2.1m high palisade fencing and double gates and construction of a new vehicular access to the rear of the site, 44,46 High Street, Hadley, Telford.

256/09 Electronic Planning notifications – purchase of equipment

RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised to select and purchase the most suitable equipment (comprising laptop computer and software, PC projector and projection screen) that will be necessary for viewing electronic planning applications once the Borough Council begins to notify applications electronically, within a maximum budget of £1500.00.
GRANT APPLICATIONS


The Committee was informed that the budget provision for Grants for 2009/10 is £5,000.00, of which £2250.00 has been spent leaving a balance of £2750.00.
257/09 Applications for consideration

RESOLVED that
(i) the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137of the Local Government Act 1972, should make the following grant which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:
G12/09 Castle Lodge:  £50.00
(ii) the Council in accordance with its powers under section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 should make the following grant, subject to obtaining confirmation that the organisation is affiliated to, or a member of, The Police Community Clubs of Great Britain:

G20/09 Donnington Police Community Sports and Social Amateur Boxing Club: 
£100.00.

(iii) in respect of an application by No Panic (G18/09), no grant be made.
258/09 Thanks for grants previously made

The Committee noted that thanks have been received from Ladies Committee Hadley and District Orpheus Male Voice Choir

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 2009

259/09 Christmas parties for senior citizens 9th & 10th December 2009

RECOMMENDED that

· arrangements for the Senior Citizens’ Christmas parties are to proceed in the same format as previous years and the Clerk is authorised to make necessary reservations and bookings within the budget provision allocated (£2600.00)

· tickets for the parties will be issued on Wednesday 28th October at Castle Farm Community Centre and on Thursday 29th October at Leegomery Community Centre
· There is no need to appoint members to the Events Task Group for this event

260/09 Christmas Concert 15th December

RECOMMENDED that 
· arrangements for the Parish Council’s Christmas Concert are to proceed in the same format as in 2008 and that the Clerk is authorised to make the necessary arrangements

· the Clerk and Chairman of the Council are authorised to liaise with the three schools in the Parish in order to decide which two will take part this year.
261/09 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The Committee considered a report and recommendations in respect of replacement Christmas lighting features and equipment.

RESOLVED that the purchase of replacement lighting features and equipment comprising two column mounted garland type features with brackets and two sections of festoon lighting, for use in Leegomery, at a total cost of £800.00 be authorised.


262/09 CEMETERY – WORK PLACEMENT

The Committee considered a request that the Council provides a work placement at Hadley Cemetery for an adult who has learning disabilities. The placement would be on a voluntary basis, for half to one day per week, under the supervision of the Cemetery Superintendent. The Clerk confirmed that this would be arranged through Telford & Wrekin Council Adults and Community Wellbeing adult placement service, that the council’s Employers Liability insurance will cover such an arrangement, and that the Borough Council will provide a risk assessment. 
RECOMMENDED that the Council offers a work placement at Hadley Cemetery to the individual referred to above, that it be offered for half a day per week, for a one month trial period which will be renewed for twelve months if it proves successful and acceptable to the Council, being always subject to one months notice of termination.
263/09 MEMORIAL PLAQUE

The Committee was reminded that the Council has agreed to the commissioning of a memorial plaque to mark the fact that the late Harry Patch was married at Holy Trinity Church, Hadley. Before he died earlier this year Mr Patch had become the last surviving veteran of the First World War. The Committee was asked to consider arrangements for agreeing appropriate wording and design for the plaque, and it was

RECOMMENDED that the Chairman of the Council is authorised to liaise with the vicar of Holy trinity Church and the carver who will make the plaque to agree the appropriate design and wording.
264/09 TELFORD AND WREKIN SPORTS ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Committee considered a letter from Telford & Wrekin Sports Advisory Council inviting the Council to make a donation to the body and to appoint a representative to attend meetings.

RECOMMENDED that the Council declines the invitation, and does not make a donation. 

PAYMENT AUTHORISATIONS AND APPROVALS

265/09 Financial Report

The Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which is attached.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;
266/09 Payments for approval

The Committee reviewed a list of payments to be made.

RESOLVED that 

(1) the drawing of urgent cheque numbered 301283 is ratified; and the drawing of cheques numbered 301284 to 301301 and payment of direct debits in favour of Neopost Ltd and UK Fuels Ltd. as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached) is authorised.

(2) Councillors P Smart and M L Wickstead are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

267/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw. 

268/09 ARTS FESTIVAL 

Councillor Plenderleith withdrew his proposal in respect of this. 
269/08 YOUTH ENGAGEMENT WORKER – UPDATE

The Clerk reported that the start of work on the Council’s proposed youth project had been delayed because the candidate selected for the post of Youth Engagement Worker had subsequently been unable to take up the post for personal reasons. The Committee noted that the Council has adopted minute 204/09 of the Personnel Committee which provided that in this event the post would be offered to a second candidate that had been selected at interview, and the Clerk will now proceed with that.
The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.

                                   _______________________________         

                                                                                              Chairman, 20th October, 2009  
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