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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 7th July 2009
commencing at 7.08 p.m.

148/09 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), P H Durling (Vice-Chairman), R G Dickens, S N Durling,                  C S J Harrison, W A M McClements, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, M J Smith, A Twyford and M L Wickstead. 
Police Inspector Paul Arnold.

149/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interests.

150/09 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 7 members of the public present.

The following matter was raised:

Hadley Park Road
Several residents of Hadley Park Road were present and raised their concerns about the speed and volume of traffic in the road following a recent accident in which a young boy was seriously injured.

Sharon Howells referred to the accident and said that speed of traffic is a problem in Hadley park Road and that urgent action is needed to address that. She referred to other road traffic accidents that had occurred, the fact that children are encouraged to walk to school and that their safety must be assured, and confirmed that she had obtained signatures to a petition in relation to these concerns.

Ron Howells referred to the Speed Indicator Device (SIDS) that is located in Hadley Park Road on a rotation with other locations. It had been in place for two weeks recently but was obscured by the foliage of a tree.

The residents were then asked what action they felt should be taken, and they suggested that speed cameras should be installed. Reference was made to the increased volume of traffic using Hadley Park Road since the re-design of the Trench Lock Interchange and the placement of speed cameras on Leegate Avenue, which have caused Hadley Park Road to become a “rat run” used by motorists to avoid those two features. They also felt that additional signage is need to re-inforce the speed limit together with enforcement action by the police.  
June MacKendrick spoke about the increased volume of traffic and suggested that traffic lights were needed at three locations along the road.

Inspector Arnold, for the Local Policing team, urged residents to attend the PACT meetings, as they provide the opportunity to raise the priority of issues affecting residents and to require action to be taken by the relevant agencies e.g. Telford and Wrekin Council.

The Council confirmed that it will continue to give its support to residents and will convey their suggestions to senior highways officers at Telford & Wrekin Council. 

151/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Councillors E J Austin, R K Austin and M D Grindrod. 
152/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2nd June 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

153/09 LOCAL POLICING TEAM

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Paul Arnold, who has responsibility for the Local Policing Teams in North Telford including Hadley & Leegomery.
Inspector Arnold spoke firstly about the resourcing of the Local Policing Team and the fact that since Local Policing was introduced Hadley and Leegomery had only had one Local Police Officer, whilst the size of the area would justify two. Funding had historically been a problem but from the end of July a second L.P.O. will join the team. The area will then be divided with one officer responsible for Hadley and one for Leegomery.
Inspector Arnold then spoke about the West Mercia policing pledge, through which the Local Policing Team aims to create safer neighbourhoods and to reassure the public and raise their confidence and satisfaction levels with the police. He gave an overview of the wide range of responsibilities of Local Policing Teams.

In answer to concerns that the Parish had historically received a poorer service from the police than other areas relative to the sums generated by the police precept in each area, Inspector Arnold confirmed that Hadley and Leegomery will be one of only two policing areas in the urban area of Telford that has two Local Police Officers, and the only one with two full time officers. Comparisons with rural areas should take account of the geography and distance form the central police resource.

The Chairman thanked Inspector Arnold for attending.
154/09 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 16TH JUNE 2009
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee which was held on the 16th June 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

155/09 MINUTES OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 19TH JUNE 2009

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee which was held on the 19th June 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

156/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported the following:

· A request to celebrate Armed Forces Day, which had been passed on to the Wrekin Area Committee and Telford and Wrekin Council for consideration.
· Flowers sent on behalf of the Parish to Councillor Ute Sambrook

· A barbeque hosted by Friends of Apley Woods on 15th July – all members welcome

· A letter from Wrekin Housing Trust about Haybridge Hall

· The fact that a notice of motion had been proposed by Councillor Plenderleith, for inclusion in the agenda for the next meeting of the Council, in respect of reports of actions by another Parish Council relating to disagreement over the election of the Borough Council Deputy Mayor for 2009/10. Members agreed that the matter was one in which Parish and Town Councils should not become involved.

157/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH
Councillor McClements reported that he had attended the Leegomery Urban Games on the 5th July, and that it had been very well attended and was a great success.

PLANNING 

158/09 Applications for consideration
RESOLVED that the under-mentioned applications be dealt with as follows:
1. W2009/0431 – Amended plans: erection of a two storey building to provide 4 No. apartments with parking and formation of new access following demolition of existing bungalow, 95 Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford – no objection. 

2. W2009/0479 – Listed Building: part demolition of former kitchen garden wall, Watkins Nursery, Apley Castle, Leegomery, Telford object to loss of section of listed wall, contrary to policies CS14 and HE15.  

3. W2009/0502 – erection of a conservatory to rear, 38 Bricklin Mews, Hadley, Telford – no objection.

4. W2009/0516 – erection of 2.1m high palisade fencing and double gates, 44-46 High Street, Hadley Telford – object: unsuitable type of fence for highly visible location next to district centre shops, more suited to industrial use.
159/09 Permissions granted (for information only)

NOTED that Telford and Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

1. W2009/0327 – erection of a single storey rear extension, 67 Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford.

160/09 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

RESOLVED that the council will put forward the following proposal for consideration by the Local Panel appointed by Telford & Wrekin Council under the provisions of the Sustainable Communities act 2007:

That government change the planning system so that Parish & Town Councils have the right to appeal to an Independent Planning Inspector against decisions to grant planning permission in cases where the local council has made valid objections.
161/09 SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (SALC)

RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, to respond on behalf of the Council to a consultation questionnaire in respect of a proposed “Key Structure” for Shropshire Association of Local Councils.

162/09 HIGHWAYS – POOL MEADOW
The Council considered proposed amendments to the road layout at the entrance to the one way section of Pool Meadow. The Council was of the view that the proposed alterations would not resolve the issues concerning residents, and could in fact increase the speed of traffic. In addition, it was felt that an informed decision regarding the road layout could not be made without recent traffic speed and volume data. The most recent data provided by the Borough Council was compiled in May 2005.

RESOLVED that the Council does not approve the proposed alterations to the road layout in Pool Meadow; that Telford & Wrekin Council is requested to carry out a traffic count to provide up to date information to use in considering the correct course of action to address road safety concerns; and that the Council requests that highways officers arrange to meet with residents of Pool Meadow at a public meeting to hear evidence of their concerns and to agree a solution.
163/09 PRINCESS ROYAL HOSPITAL

The Council received the response of the Chairman of The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust to the Parish Council’s concerns raised at its meeting held on the 2nd June 2009.
Members voiced their concerns over reports that the paediatric unit at Princess Royal Hospital is to be relocated to a demountable building. The Council agreed that it should continue to monitor developments regarding the hospital closely. 
164/09 COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

RESOLVED that the Council declines a request for the provision of a separate Community Notice Board in Hadley Centre for the following reasons:

1. The Telford & Wrekin Council First Point outlet in Hadley Centre has a notice board on which details of local events can be advertised;

2. Local traders generally are willing to display notices, sometimes at a nominal charge

165/09 NOTES OF MEETING 9TH JUNE RE: BLOCKLEYS QUARRY SITE PHASE 1 – FOR INFORMATION ONLY

The Council received, for information, notes of a meeting held on the 9th June at which members received a presentation on the proposed residential development of the first phase of the Hadley Quarry site.

166/09 SUMMER RECESS – DELEGATED POWERS (s.101, Local Government Act 1972)

RESOLVED that delegated authority is granted to the Clerk, and in the event of his absence the Administrator deputising for the Clerk, to make decisions on behalf of the Council and to take actions as necessary in respect of matters of an urgent nature during the summer recess period 8th July 2009 to 1st September 2009, such decisions and actions to be subject to consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council. (s.101 LGA 1972). 

167/09 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 31st May 2009. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised.

168/09 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of cheque number 301217 is ratified; that the drawing of cheques numbered 301218 to 301220 and 301222 to 301236 and payment of direct debits in favour of Neopost Ltd, Severn Trent Water Ltd and Edf Energy, as detailed in the list contained in the report (copies attached), are authorised; and that Councillors R G Dickens and M J Smith are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

169/09 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.
The Council noted the following:

Recycling information evening: Wednesday 15th July 2009 from 6.30p.m. until 8.30p.m. at Civic Offices, Larkin Way, Off Tan Bank, Wellington
Telford & Wrekin Parishes Forum: 6.30 p.m. Tuesday 21st July 2009 in the Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford.

170/09 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council approved the dates of the following meetings:


Finance and General Purposes Committee

21st July 2009


Personnel 





20th & 23rd July 2009



Council






1st September 2009
171/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

172/09 REGENERATION PROJECT

The Council received notes of a meeting held on the 12th June at which members present received an update on, and discussed the details of, the brief given to planning consultants appointed by the Borough Council. There were no matters arising.
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

Cpmins202                                                                                              Chairman, 1st September 2009 
