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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 6th October 2009
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

270/09 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), E J Austin, R K Austin, R G Dickens, P H Durling, M D Grindrod,    W A M McClements, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, A Twyford and, following co-option (see minute 275/09), L M Wilkes.  
271/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Councillors C S J Harrison and M J Smith.
272/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interests.
273/09 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 3 members of the public present. Also present were PC Jennifer Nally and PC Clare Walker-Shale of the Hadley and Leegomery Local Policing Team and Fiona Moore, Neighbourhood Officer for Hadley and Leegomery.

The following matters were raised:

Councillor Ron Plenderleith told the Council that he had read a letter published in The Shropshire Star from Councillor Ute Sambrook. The letter referred to the excellent care provided by the staff at the Princess Royal Hospital, and the fact that Councillor Sambrook is suffering from a terminal illness. Councillor Plenderleith spoke of his respect for Councillor Sambrook and said that many people hold her in high regard. He asked that the Council write to Councillor Sambrook expressing members’ support and best wishes. All members were in agreement.
Fiona Moore, Neighbourhood Officer for Hadley and Leegomery informed the Council of a forthcoming Operation Clean Sweep which will take place in Crescent Road and Haybridge Avenue, Hadley on the 17th, 18th and 19th November. This is a partnership exercise involving Telford & Wrekin Council, Police, Fire Service, Wrekin Housing Trust and others and focuses on Education, Environment and Enforcement. Pupils from Hadley Learning Community will be undertaking a litter pick. A recent inspection of the area has found a need for an additional litter bin along a route to the Haybridge shops, and the Council was asked whether it could provide this. The matter will therefore be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee for consideration.
Mr B Dawes enquired about procedure at meetings of the Council where guest speakers were present, and whether members of the public were entitled to put questions to the speakers. The Chairman confirmed that guest speakers are invited to address the Council on specific subjects which form part of the agenda for the meeting in question, and that therefore the public would not be able to put questions directly to the guest speakers. However, members of the public would be welcome to ask a Council member before the start of the meeting to raise a particular matter with the guest.
Police Constables Clare Walker-Shale and Jennifer Nally reported on issues raised at a recent PACT meeting which included parking issues around Apley Wood Primary School and traffic issues in Hadley Park Road. In respect of the latter PC Nally confirmed that over 1000 vehicle speeds have been checked, that a traffic count was being undertaken, and that additional divisional force resources had been provided to assist in the matter.

The Chairman thanked both Police Officers for their help in connection with the forthcoming Remembrance Parade, where both have arranged to work on their rest days to provide cover. Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the Local Policing Inspector to express the Council’s thanks to the two officers.
274/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1st September 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

275/09 CASUAL VACANCY – CO-OPTION
Three candidates had asked to be considered for co-option to fill the vacancy in the Apley Castle ward of the Council: Oliver Healey (English Democrats), Robert Sloan (Labour), Lisa Wilkes (Independent).
RESOLVED that Lisa Wilkes is co-opted to the office of Councillor for the Apley Castle Ward of the Parish Council to fill the vacancy which has arisen due to the resignation of Councillor Nicola Durling. 

276/09 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Councillor Wilkes made and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Chairman welcomed her to the Council.
277/09 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 15TH SEPTEMBER 2009
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee which was held on the 15th September 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

278/09 Arising thereon:

Minute 262/09 Cemetery Work Placement: Councillor John Smart enquired whether the recently agreed work placement had begun and if so if it appeared to be successful. The Clerk confirmed that two half day sessions had now taken place and that they had gone well.
Minute 263/09 Memorial Plaque: The Chairman confirmed that she had been in contact with Revd. Sweet and that the wording for the memorial plaque to the late Harry Patch was being agreed, and that it was now proposed to cast the plaque in bronze to match other plaques displayed at the church.
279/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported the following:
· Complaints received concerning Junction 6 motors. The Neighbourhood Officer together with the local police Officer for Hadley had visited the site recently and recorded details of some 16 vehicle parked either on Borough Council land, on the highway on double yellow lines or blocking access to community facilities. The relevant officers of the Borough Council have been informed and are taking action.

· The village green application and the objection by the Methodist Church.

· A letter received from the Finance Director of West Mercia Police in response to the Council’s enquiries regarding vehicle leasing arrangements. It was suggested that the matter should be referred back to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

· Standard of maintenance of units at Gladstone House – Councillor R K Austin is to take the matter up with the Borough Council.

280/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH
Councillor Martin Grindrod reported that he had attended a meeting of Hadley People’s Partnership (HaPPi). The summer holiday youth activities had been a great success.

Councillor Durling reported that  she had attended a meeting of Wrekin Area Committee. The Chief Executive of Telford and Wrekin Council had been present, a presentation had been given about CO2 emissions and climate change, and the representation of Telford and Wrekin at the County Association had been discussed, with the intention of securing equal representation with Shropshire.
PLANNING 

281/09 Applications for consideration
RESOLVED that no objection be made in respect of the following applications:

1. W2009/0791(TPO) – tree works to 1 No. Lime tree and 1 No. Oak tree, 19 & 21 Sulby Drive, Leegomery, Telford.

2. W2009/0796 – erection of a ground floor ward extension and external alterations in association with ward refurbishment, Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford.

282/09 Permissions granted (for information only)
NOTED that Telford and Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

1. W2009/0557 – erection of a modular building to accommodate children’s outpatients department, Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford.

2. W2009/0561 – first floor extension to side of dwelling, 3 Cavell Close, Leegomery, Telford.

283/09  Permissions refused (for information only)
NOTED that Telford and Wrekin Council has refused permission in respect of the following:

1. W2008/1335 – change of use of part of public house car park into hand car wash including the siting of a portacabin (retrospective), Cross Keys Inn, Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford.

284/09 Notification of appeal decision

NOTED that an appeal against the following refusal of permission has been dismissed:

1. W2009/0268 – change of use from A1 (retail shop) to A5 (hot food takeaway), 8 Gladstone House, High Street, Hadley, Telford.

285/09 LICENSING

An item had been included in the agenda relating to an application for a street trading consent which was anticipated, but had not been received. The matter was therefore deferred until such time as an application is received.
286/09 PRINCESS ROYAL HOSPITAL

The was aware that the NHS is proposing that key services at the Princess Royal Hospital including  the Accident and Emergency Unit should be moved to the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital.

The Council considered a request by Mark Pritchard, MP for The Wrekin, that the council moves a Motion of Support for the Princess Royal Hospital, its services and its dedicated staff.
The Council also received a letter from the leader of Telford & Wrekin Council confirming that it is leading the opposition to these proposals and inviting Parish and Town Councils to give their support to its recent motion which received unanimous support from Borough Councillors.
The Chairman felt that the emergence of different campaigns to oppose the proposals was counter-productive and that all local councils should join in giving their support to the Borough Councils’ actions.

Members spoke about the management of the hospital trust over the last ten years and cited many occasions on which concerns raised by the Council about the future of services at the Princess Royal Hospital had been ignored by the trust, and the many assurances given that a full Accident and Emergency unit would be retained there.  

It was agreed that the proposals affect the whole of Telford & Wrekin and that a common message must be given on behalf of the whole Borough. It was therefore

RESOLVED that the Parish Council will give its full backing and commitment to Telford & Wrekin Council in opposing the preferred option put forward by NHS bodies which would result in the main  A & E plus acute surgery, paediatrics, obstetrics and neonate services being located in Shrewsbury, and will give its full support to the actions and campaign by Telford & Wrekin Council to protect the Princess Royal Hospital as the cornerstone of acute health services in this area. 
287/09 BOROUGH WAR MEMORIAL PROJECT

The Council received information in respect of proposals by Telford & Wrekin Council for a war memorial for the Borough. Local Councils have been asked for their views and ideas for the memorial which will be sited in the Town Park. Members were asked to put forward any ideas that they have and the Council
RESOLVED that it supports the provision of a definitive war memorial for the Borough.
288/09 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

The Council considered a request by the Local Works Campaign that the Parish Council requests the member of parliament for The Wrekin to sign an Early Day Motion in respect of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 Amendment Bill which proposes changes that will enable direct involvement of parish councils and their county associations in the community proposals process. 
RESOLVED that the Council requests the member of parliament for The Wrekin to support and sign Early Day Motion number 1545 in respect of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 Amendment Bill.
289/09 BT RED TELPHONE KIOSKS – CONSULTATION ON REMOVAL OF TELEPHONY AND ADOPTION OF KIOSKS

The Council considered a consultation by BT Payphones in respect of the removal of telephony equipment from a red telephone kiosk situated in Horton, and information in respect of an “adopt a kiosk” scheme set up by BT in respect of red telephone kiosks which are no longer used for telephony purposes. 
BT Payphones is offering local communities the opportunity to adopt the kiosk for the sum of £1.00. Following removal of telephony the ownership would be transferred and the kiosk could be used in whatever way would most benefit the local community.

The Council was in agreement that in order to reach a decision regarding adoption of this kiosk the views of resident of Horton should be sought. It was therefore decided that a consultation letter will be delivered to the residents of Horton asking them to give the Parish Council their views on the matter, and it will then be considered further by the council. 
290/09 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 31st August 2009. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised.

291/09 GUARANTEED INVESTMENT ACCOUNT

RESOLVED that the Council will re-invest the balance of its Co-operative Bank Guaranteed Investment account, £150,327.14 plus interest accrued, together with a further £100,000.00 to be transferred from its Co-operative Bank Public Sector Reserve Account, in the Guaranteed Investment Account for a period of one month from its maturity date of 9th October.
292/09 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of cheques numbered 301302 to 301310 and the payment of a direct debit in favour Neopost Ltd, as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised ; and that Councillors R G Dickens and J Smart  and  are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

293/09 BUDGET SETTING PROCESS FOR 2010/11

RESOLVED that the draft budget and precept proposals for 2010/11 are to be submitted to the Finance and General Purposes Committee for consideration at its December meeting, for subsequent approval by the full council at its January meeting (for the reason that the Public Inquiry in respect of the Hadley Village Green application is scheduled to take place on the 17th & 18th November, the 17th being the date on which the Finance and General Purposes Committee would have otherwise dealt with the budget proposals). 

294/09 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.

The Council noted the following: 

· Telford & Wrekin Parish Forum – Wednesday 7th October, Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford.

295/09 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council confirmed the dates of the following meetings:


Finance and General Purposes Committee

20th October 2009


Council






 3rd November 2009

and RESOLVED that the following revised dates for the November and December meetings of the Finance and General Purposes Committee are approved: 10th November; 8th December.
296/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.
297/09 YOUTH ENGAGEMENT WORKER

NOTED that  Kirsten Mccavery has been appointed to the post of Youth Engagement Worker for a three montb period as authorised by minute 204/09 of the Personnel Committee.
RESOLVED that the following budget provisions be set within the existing budget provision for the Parish Council Youth Project, to be managed and authorised by the Clerk::

£300.00 in respect of costs incurred during the three month research and analysis of the needs of young people;

£250.00 in respect of consultancy youth worker hours purchased from Connexions 4 Youth to support the youth Engagement Worker.

298/09 LOCAL GOVERNMENT SALARY AWARD 2009/10

The Council NOTED that the National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services has reached agreement on pay scales for 2009/10, and
RESOLVED that the revised salary scales and leave entitlement as published by the National Joint Council for Government Services, and detailed in confidential annex I attached, are to be implemented in respect of the Council’s employees effective from 1st April 2009.

The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.
                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

cpmins209                                                                                                  Chairman, 3rd November 2009 

