A
PAGE  
2

HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 6th April 2010
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

001/10 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), E J Austin, R K Austin, C S J Harrison, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, M J Smith, A Twyford and   L M Wilkes. 
Also present C Potts – Clerk.
002/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors R G Dickens, P H Durling, M D Grindrod,                         W A M McClements, S Thomas and M L Wickstead.
003/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.
004/10 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

P C Claire Walker-Shale and 2 members of the public were present. 

Mr N Fothergill asked why there are no signs to inform people when they are entering the area of Leegomery, whilst Hadley and Apley do have signs. Councillors agreed that this needed to be looked at and the Clerk will contact Telford & Wrekin Council to ask that signs are provided at the appropriate locations.
PC Walker-Shale thanked the Council for its continued support for the local Policing team, and in particular in respect of the sponsored vehicle which is due to be delivered shortly. PC Walker-Shale also outlined matters raised at recent PACT meetings including parking issues in Hadley Centre and illegal use of motor cycles in Leegomery.  

005/10 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2nd March 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman.
006/10 MINUTES OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 8TH MARCH 2010 
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on the 8th March 2010.

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

007/10 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 16TH MARCH 2010

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on the 16th March 2010.
RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

008/10 MINUTES OF EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 23RD MARCH 2010

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Events Sub-Committee held on the 23rd March 2010.
RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

009/10 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported the following:

· Concern at recent press reports relating to the Primary Care Trust (NHS Telford & Wrekin). The Chairman of the PCT, Brian Taylor, had reportedly forbidden Dr Andy Inglis, a member of the PCT board, to contact the West Midlands Strategic Health Authority to raise his concerns over the future of Telford’s Princess Royal Hospital. Dr Inglis has resigned from the board. The Council agreed that the Clerk should ask Wrekin Area Committee on behalf of all Parish and Town Councils in Telford & Wrekin to write to the Primary Care Trust to express support for Dr Inglis and protest at his treatment;  write to Telford & Wrekin Council to ask that it presses the Primary Care Trust for the truth about its intentions, and write to Dr Inglis to express the Parish Council’s support.
· Information regarding a malicious and unfounded allegation against the Chairman

· Dissatisfaction with the Borough Council Public Relations department over recent publicity about the campaign to re-instate the post office at Leegomery Centre. A press release referred to “a representative of Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council”, when Cllr Plenderleith had played a significant part and been directly involved in the matter. The Clerk was asked to write to Telford & Wrekin Council regarding this omission.

· Letter of thanks received from Hadley learning Community in respect of the council’s donation for taking part in the Easter Concert.

· Details of St. George’s Day Concert on 24th April.
010/10 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH

There were no reports.
PLANNING 

011/10 Applications for consideration

RESOLVED that the Council will object to application W2010/0201(TPO) – reduction of crown by 30% to 1 No. Ash tree, plot 14, Park Court, Hadley, Telford, as follows:

The proposed significant reduction works to this protected tree cannot be justified. The Council believes that this matter should have been considered at the design stage of the development and if necessary the layout of the site adjusted to ensure that this mature tree was allowed to remain undisturbed. If it was considered acceptable to grant permission for the development in the knowledge that this tree was present the developer should accept that it must remain undisturbed. 

012/10 Permissions granted (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

1. W2010/0044 – single detached dwelling with garaging, land adjacent to Wayside, Horton Lane, Horton, Telford.

2. W2010/0049 – single storey extension to rear and first floor extension to front following removal of conservatory, 22 Manchester Drive, Leegomery, Telford.

3. W2010/0063 – two storey side extension with revised single storey rear extension (amendment to planning application W2009/0675), Wayside, Horton Lane, Horton, Telford.

013/10 HIGHWAYS – POOL MEADOW

The Council received the response of Telford & Wrekin Council to its submission regarding the traffic volume and speed count undertaken in Pool Meadow in September 2009. The Parish Council had maintained that the statistics did not give a true picture due to the location of the recording equipment, but the Borough Council has stated that it was unlikely that a significant difference would be seen if another count was undertaken at a more central point in the road. 
The question of the highway surface was raised again and the Clerk has written separately to the Highways Maintenance team about this.

RESOLVED that the response in respect of the speed statistics be noted, and that the Clerk will contact the Highways Maintenance team to request a response to the Council’s further representations about the condition of the highway surface in Pool Meadow.

014/10 LAND OWNED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL – REGISTRATION

RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised to proceed with applications on behalf of the Council for the registration with the Land Registry of all land owned by the Parish Council. 

015/10 STREET LIGHTING – for information only

The Council noted information regarding a programme to switch off certain street lights in the Borough between the hours of midnight and 5 a.m. as part of energy and cost saving measures. The lights affected will be on non pedestrian routes at times when traffic density is significantly reduced. A copy of a letter detailing the programme had been circulated to members. 
016/10 PARISH FETE/FUN DAY 

RESOLVED that the budget provision for Community Events be increased by £2000.00 by viring that sum from the contingency budget provision in order to meet the likely costs of staging the Parish Fete/Fun Day proposed for 20th June 2010.

017/10 ANNUAL CONTRACTS

RESOLVED that the renewal of the Council’s hygiene services contract with the existing contractor for the period 1.4.10 to 31.3.11 is renewed as follows:

Castle Farm Community Centre     £1430.00 excluding VAT

Public Toilets


    £  345.80 excluding VAT

018/10 ASSET REGISTER

RESOLVED that the value recorded in the Council’s Asset Register in respect of Gazebos and Fete equipment be amended to a nominal value of £1.00. 
019/10 MARKETS

The Council received an update in respect of the appointment of a Markets Manger and a Markets Assistant by the Borough Council, for which the Parish Council has already agreed financial support in the sum of £3,000.00. The Council was asked to confirm its views in respect of membership of a stakeholder panel as part of the interview process for these posts.
RESOLVED that the Council approves the draft job descriptions for Markets manage and Markets Assistant, and that it nominates Councillor M J Smith to be its representative on the stakeholder panel for the appointment process.
020/10 COUNCIL INVESTMENT STRATEGY AND POLICY

The Council considered a report by the Clerk together with a draft investment strategy and policy, a copy of which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED that the Investment Strategy and Policy as submitted be approved and adopted.  

021/10 NEW MODEL STANDING ORDERS AND REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The Council was informed that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has published revised model standing orders for local councils together with a comprehensive guidance booklet incorporating law and procedures for local councils. Councils now need to consider the new model standing orders and associated guidance, amend the model as they deem appropriate to meet the specific requirements of the individual council, and then adopt the resulting new standing orders.
RESOLVED that the Clerk will prepare a draft of new standing orders in consultation with Councillors P Smart and M J Smith, for submission to the Council at a future date for approval. 
022/10 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 28th February 2010. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.
RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised.

023/10 Guaranteed Investment Account maturity

The Council noted that its Guaranteed Investment Account matures on the 8th April, and was asked to authorise re-investment for a further three month period. Taking account of the balances held the Council confirmed that it will be possible to add the sum of £50,000.00 to the maturing balance as this will not be required in the first part of the financial year. The interest rate offered by the Co-operative Bank on the date of the meeting was 0.50%, although the Council accepted that this could alter by the 8th.

RESOLVED that re-investment for a further three month period of the maturing balance of the Council’s Guaranteed Investment Account of £150.750.88 plus interest accrued (which amounts to approximately £162.00), plus a further £50,000.00 to be transferred from the Public Sector Reserve Account is authorised at the interest rate applicable on the maturity date. 
024/10 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of urgent cheques numbered 301494 to 301507 and payment of a direct debit in favour of Edf Energy is ratified; and that the drawing of cheques numbered 301508 to 301518 is authorised, as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached); and that Councillors J Smart and M J Smith are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.
025/10  MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.

The Council noted the dates and times of the following:
Anti Social Behaviour Task Group – Wednesday 7th April, 10.30 a.m. at Castle Farm Community Centre

Shropshire Larger Councils Forum – Wednesday 28th April, 7.00 p.m. at The Guildhall, Shrewsbury.
Crucial Crew, Buildwas Abbey – invitation to visit the event and attend a buffet lunch on Wednesday 26th May.
026/10 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council noted the dates of the following meetings:
· Events Sub-Committee



7th April 2010
· Personnel Committee




8th April 2010
· Annual Parish Meeting




20th April 2010
· Finance and General Purposes Committee

20th April 2010
· Annual Council




4th May 2010

The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.

                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

cpmins225                                                                                                         Chairman, 4th May 2010
