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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 3rd November 2009
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

319/09 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), R G Dickens, P H Durling, M D Grindrod, C S J Harrison,               W A M McClements, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, M J Smith, A Twyford, M L Wickstead and                L M Wilkes.  
320/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors E J Austin and R K Austin.
321/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor M D Grindrod declared a personal interest in respect of item 12, sponsorship of police vehicle, as a volunteer with the Local Policing Team.
322/09 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was 1 member of the public present, no matters were raised.
323/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 6th October 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

324/09 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 20TH OCTOBER 2009
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee which was held on the 15th October 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

325/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported the following:
1. Apley Woods – Adrian Corney, the Borough Council Environmental Maintenance Officer responsible for the Apley Woods project has advised that the Friends of Apley Woods has been voted a finalist in the Most Outstanding Commitment to the Community category of the Horticulture Week Landscape and Amenity Awards; the Smallwoods Association is bidding for lottery funding for further improvements at Apley Woods, and will be featured on Central Television news toward the end of November.
2. Princess Royal Hospital – the Chairman expressed disappointment which was shared by all members at the failure of NHS Telford & Wrekin (Telford & Wrekin Primary Care Trust) to listen to the concerns of local people in respect of the proposed reduction in services at the Princess Royal Hospital. Members asked the Clerk to write to the Chairman of the Primary Care Trust on behalf of the Council to that effect.
3. Invitation to a commemoration of Renal Services at the Princess Royal Hospital

4. British Red Cross Home From Hospital and Stay Well at Home Services

5. Response from Telford & Wrekin Council regarding reported leaks affecting shop units in Gladstone House.

6. Information received that the proposed Tennis Centre which was to be located at Hadley Learning Community is now to be located elsewhere in the Borough. The Chairman reported that she had received information to the effect the Councillor Stephen Burrell, Borough Council Cabinet Member for Children and Young People, had informed the Principal of Hadley Learning Community that the Tennis Centre which was to be sited at HLC was now to be located elsewhere in the Borough. Members asked the Clerk to write to Councillor Burrell on behalf of the Parish Council to express extreme disappointment at this change, having raised the expectations of the Learning Community, Parish Council and residents, to ask for an explanation for the decision, and to ask why the Parish Council had not been consulted or even notified. 
7. Notification of the retirement of Mr Michael Gwynne from the post of Coroner for Telford & Wrekin, and the appointment of Mr J P Ellery as Coroner. The Council asked the Clerk to write to Mr Gwynne with best wishes on his retirement from the Coroner post.

326/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH

There were no reports.
PLANNING 

327/09 Applications for consideration

1. W2009/0881 – Erection of 170 No. dwellings with associated infrastructure and formation of new access, Hadley Quarry, Hadley, Telford.

RESOLVED that the Council comments on this application as follows:

· Conditions of consent to include that no construction traffic can access the site via Far Vallens;
· Register the Council’s concerns at the low level of affordable housing proposed, whilst acknowledging the difficulties presented by the current state of the housing market and the economy in general;
· Concerns in respect of traffic, in particular the impact of the additional traffic generated by the development on the section of Hadley Road from the end of the proposed new section of Hadley Road to Church Street, in Church Street and in Pool Meadow; the volume will be increased due to the distance of the development from local amenities; request that the section 106 agreement makes adequate provision for traffic management within those areas.
328/09 VILLAGE GREEN APPLICATION – UPDATE

NOTED that the objection which had been made in respect of the council’s application for the land known as The Green, Hadley to be registered as a village green has been withdrawn. The public inquiry which had been scheduled for the 17th & 18th November will not now take place, and the application will be determined by Telford  Wrekin Council as the registration authority. The Chairman asked that the Council’s appreciation of the work put in by the Clerk in respect of the application process be recorded.
329/09 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM VISIT

The Chairman of the Council proposed that the Council provides funds for a visit to be arranged by the Leegomery and Hadley Branch of the Royal British Legion to the National Memorial Arboretum, at an approximate cost of £300.00.
RESOLVED that the Council agrees to support this proposal, and refers the matter to the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be dealt with.

330/09 SHROPSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE – 2010/11 IRMP CONSULTATION

The Council considered a consultation in respect of the Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service Integrated Risk Management Plan 2010/11. The Clerk had submitted a report which included suggested comments prepared by the Clerk and Councillor R K Austin. The Council was of the opinion that more information was required to be able to fully assess the impact of the proposals being consulted on including results of risk assessments and the views of operational staff.
RESOLVED that the draft response submitted for consideration be agreed and submitted, with additional comments in respect of the lack of detail in the consultation information.
331/09 POLICE – FUTURE VEHICLE SPONSORSHIP ARRANGEMENTS.

The Council was asked to consider its future intentions in respect of police vehicle sponsorship in order that if necessary provisions can be included in the draft budget for 2010/11 and beyond, taking account of the recent request by the Local Policing Team for a second sponsored vehicle due to the appointment of a second Police Officer.
Members were reminded that, at its July meeting, the Council had ratified a recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to refuse to sponsor a lease arrangement for a second police vehicle. The leasing costs would have been in excess of £3000.00 per annum over a three year period, whilst the existing police vehicle sponsored by the Council had been purchased outright in 2005 with an expected life of 5-6 years and a residual value at the end of that period. 

It was proposed that the Council considers bringing forward the funding of a replacement vehicle by providing sponsorship for outright purchase of that now, thereby providing the Local Policing Team with two vehicles to meet the current need. The cost could be funded from the Council’s reserves. This proposal was discussed and concerns were expressed by some members over the principal of providing additional funding for police services over and above the police precept. It was agreed that the need for a second vehicle depends on the continued allocation of two police officers to Hadley and Leegomery, and this proposal would enable a return to just one vehicle if one of the officers was subsequently withdrawn.

The Council was informed that confirmation had been received from West Mercia Police that an outright purchase of a vehicle instead of leasing would again be possible, and accurate figures would now need to be obtained in respect of the cost of a vehicle. It was estimated that the cost would be in the region of £10,000.00.
RESOLVED that the Council agrees in principle to provide funds to West Mercia Constabulary for the purchase of a new vehicle for the Hadley and Leegomery Local Policing Team, subject to detailed costings being obtained and approved, with appropriate safeguards to be negotiated and agreed in respect of any future reduction in police resource; and that the Finance and General Purposes Committee is granted delegated authority to deal with the matter if the required information is available in time for the next meeting of the Committee, otherwise to be confirmed by the Council at its next meeting.
332/09 CASTLE FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE – TREE WORKS

The Council received a report in respect of necessary tree works at castle farm Community Centre.

RESOLVED that expenditure of £450.00 excluding VAT in respect of maintenance work to eight trees situated at Castle Farm Community Centre, to include a climbing inspection of the trees in order to identify a future programme of prioritized maintenance of the trees is authorised.
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2008/09

333/09 Notice of conclusion of audit

NOTED that the audit of the Council’s accounts for the year ended 31st March 2009 has been concluded.

334/09 Report of External Auditor

The Council received the report of the External Auditor in respect of the Council’s Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2009. No matters were raised by the auditor. The Chairman asked that the Council’s thanks to the Clerk in respect of the completion of the accounts be recorded.

RESOLVED that the report of the External Auditor for the year ended 31st March 2009 is approved. 

335/09 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 30th September 2009. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised.

336/09 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of cheques numbered 301332 to 301350 and the payment of direct debits in favour of Severn Trent Water and UK Fuels Ltd, as detailed in the list contained in the report (copy attached) is authorised; and that Councillors R G Dickens and M L Wickstead are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.

337/09 Dates and times of meetings

The Council noted the following:

(1) Hadley People’s Partnership (HaPPi) –



Partnership Meeting and AGM: Tuesday 24th November 2009 at 3.30 p.m.



Executive Committee: Tuesday 24th November 2009 at 4.30 p.m. (follows AGM)

(2) Shropshire Association of Local Councils (SALC) 60th Annual General Meeting –

Saturday 5th December 2009, 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury.
338/09 SALC AGM – invitation and nominations

All Councillors are welcome to attend the AGM, but may only be formally represented at the meeting by two delegates who must be councillors. The Council decided that it would not be formally represented at the meeting. The Council was informed that Shropshire Council had recently donated the sum of £70,000.00 to the County Association and it was

RESOLVED that the Council submits a request to Shropshire Association of Local Councils that neither principal authority should be allocated seats on the Executive Committee of the Association due to the conflict of interests that would automatically arise in respect of any donations made by them to the Association.
339/09 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council noted the dates of the following meetings:


Finance and General Purposes Committee

17th November 2009


Council





1st December 2009

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.

                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

cpmins211                                                                                                  Chairman, 1st December 2009 

