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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 2nd February 2010
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

449/09 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), R G Dickens, M D Grindrod, C S J Harrison, W A M McClements, 
G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, M J Smith, and A Twyford. 
Also present C Potts - Clerk, G Lawrence - Administrator and Dr G Eatough, Principal of Hadley Learning Community.
450/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors R K Austin, E J Austin, P H Durling, M L Wickstead and 
L M Wilkes.
451/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillors P Smart and J Smart declared a personal interest in item 12a (i) on the agenda (planning application at 47 Church Street Hadley).
452/09 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were 2 members of the public present, Also present was PC Claire Walker-Shale of the Hadley and Leegomery Local Policing Team and a representative of the press.
Mr B Dawes commented on grants made by the Council to various youth groups following their participation in the Remembrance Parade and felt this was unacceptable. The Chairman explained that these are not payments for attendance, but donations to help support organisations who are often struggling for funds.
453/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 5th January 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman.
454/09 HADLEY LEARNING COMMUNITY

The Chairman introduced Dr. Gill Eatough, Principal of Hadley Learning Community. The Chairman referred to a letter of congratulations that Dr Eatough had received from the Secretary of State praising the vast improvements seen at the school, and spoke of her confidence for the future of local children attending the school.

Dr. Eatough began by mentioning that the school holds a Remembrance assembly each year, to which ex-servicemen are invited to talk to the pupils. She went on to talk about the improvements in standards across the school and the targets they hope to achieve in this year’s exam results. Current year 11 students sat early exams in November and the school has a target of 40% GCSE grades A to C including Maths and English in summer 2010, which is close to the national average. The primary year 6 results are also improving in Maths and English, and Key Stage 1 is also producing good results. There had been a one-day inspection by Ofsted focusing on the girls from which a “good” result had been received.

Dr. Eatough answered questions from the Councillors and the Chairman thanked her for her attendance.
455/09 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 19TH JANUARY 2010
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on the19th January 2010.

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

456/09 Arising thereon:
Minute 435/09 Easter Concert: The Chairman requested that the Bridge School be invited to take part in the concert.
457/09 MINUTES OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 22ND JANUARY 2010

The council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 22nd January 2010.

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

458/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Chairman reported the following:

· Invitation to the reopening of the refurbished Leegomery Methodist Church on 20th February at 3.30pm and thanks received for the Council’s support for this project.

· Discussion still taking place regarding designs for the Harry Patch plaque.

459/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH
Councillor Plenderleith reported attendance at a recent PACT meeting which was useful and well attended.

460/09 CASUAL VACANCY – NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION AND ISSUE OF POLL CARDS 

It was noted that a request for an election was received by the Returning Officer within the notice period in respect of the casual vacancy which exists in the Hadley and Leegomery ward of the Parish Council: if contested, the date of the election will be 11th March.
The Council was asked to consider whether it wishes poll cards to be sent to electors at a cost of approximately £2600.00

RESOLVED that polling cards are not sent.

461/09 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – VACANCY
RESOLVED that Councillor C Harrison be appointed to serve on the committee until the date of the next annual meeting of the Council. 

PLANNING

462/09 Applications for consideration

1. W2010/004 (Outline) – erection of a two storey dwelling house following demolition of existing garage, land to rear of 47 Church Street, Hadley, Telford.

RESOLVED that the Council objects to this application on the grounds of overdevelopment, the plot being too small to accommodate the proposed dwelling resulting in insufficient amenity space.
2. (a) W2009/1107 (Listed Building) – part demolition of former kitchen garden wall, former Watkins Nursery, Apley Castle, Telford.

2. (b) W2010/0011 (Full Planning) - erection of 19 no. dwellings, conversion of existing gardener cottages and hairdressers into 3 No. dwellings, construction of new vehicular and pedestrian access through west wall of kitchen garden and provision of additional parking spaces off Apley Castle, former Watkins  Nursery, Apley Castle, Telford.
RESOLVED that the Council objects to these applications as follows:

· The proposed demolition of two sections of a wall which is Grade II Listed and forms part of the original Apley Castle site which is of significant historical interest. The Council is of the view that the existing access point could be adapted to provide access without any significant loss of wall fabric.
· The number of properties and density proposed is considered to be too high, and the proposed additional dwelling outside the wall is completely out of character with its setting.

· The impact that the proposed development will have on the historic environment and the existing infrastructure of the locality.
463/09 Permissions granted (for information only)
NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

1. W2009/1000 – two storey office block, Plot D6, Hadley Park, Hadley, Telford

2. W2009/1001 - two storey office block, Plot D5, Hadley Park, Hadley, Telford

3. W2009/1004 – external brick cladding of modular building and its permanent retention, Princess Royal Hospital, Telford.

4. W2009/1019 – change of use from Class B8 to haulage yard, Facenda Group, Hortonwood 60, Telford.

5. W2009/1058 – single storey side office extension, TTC Group, Hadley Park, Telford.

464/09 Notice of appeal (for information only)
NOTED that an appeal has been made against the Borough Council’s decision to refuse permission for the following proposed development:

W2009/0633 erection of a two storey rear extension, 76 Redlands Road, Hadley, Telford.
465/09 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH WARD – TERMS OF REFERENCE PROPOSALS.

RESOLVED that the Council agrees to the revised boundary between Hadley North and Hadley South as detailed on maps circulated to members prior to the meeting.
466/09 FOOTPATH EXTINGUISHMENT ORDER – HURLEYBROOK WAY, LEEGOMERY, TELFORD.

RESOLVED that the Council is in agreement with the extinguishment of a footpath at Hurleybrook Way, Leegomery.

467/09 ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS IN SHROPSHIRE AND TELFORD & WREKIN – DRAFT CONSTITUTION CONSULTATION
RESOLVED that the Council is in agreement with the draft constitution of the Association of Local Councils in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin.
468/09 MARKETS UPDATE – FOR INFORMATION
The Council received an update report in respect of the proposal to establish a Borough Markets Manager post.

469/09 REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT AND CONTROL; REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S ASSESSEMNT OF RISK
RESOLVED that the Council approves the recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committee in respect of the annual review of the effectiveness of the Council’s system of internal audit and control, and confirms that it has reviewed the risks faced by the Council and approves the revised Risk Assessment document submitted.

470/09 YOUTH PROJECT

RESOLVED to authorise a separate petty cash imprest account for the Parish Council Youth Project in the sum of £100.00, and to authorise the Clerk to purchase resources and other essential items for use in the Youth Project up to a maximum sum of £500.00. 
471/09 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 31st December 2009. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

472/09 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of cheque numbers 301437 to 301449 and payment of a direct debit in favour of Neopost Ltd is authorised, as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached); and that Councillors R G Dickens and M J Smith are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.
473/09 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.

The Council noted the following:

1). Meeting of Hadley & Leegomery ASB Task Group – 10.00 a.m. Wednesday 3rd February at Castle Farm Community Centre, Hadley.

2). Telford & Wrekin Parishes Forum (deferred from 12th January) – 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 3rd February in the Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford.

3). Special General Meeting of Shropshire Association of Local Councils to consider draft constitution (see item 15) – 10.00 a.m. Saturday 13th March 2010, Council Chamber, Shirehall, Shrewsbury.
474/09 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

RESOLVED to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 20th April 2010 commencing at 7.00pm with the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee immediately afterwards.

475/09 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council noted the dates of the following meetings:
Finance and General Purposes Committee

16th February 2010

Council





2nd March 2010

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

cpmins218                                                                                                  Chairman, 2nd March 2010
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