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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 1st September 2009
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

214/09 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), E J Austin, R K Austin, M D Grindrod, C S J Harrison,                     R R Plenderleith, J Smart, M J Smith and A Twyford.  
Chief Executive of Telford and Wrekin Council, Mr Victor Brownlees.
215/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Councillors R G Dickens, P H Durling and W A M McClements.
216/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Councillors J Smart and P Smart both declared personal interests in respect of agenda item 18, Hadley Village Green Application, as officers of the Methodist church.
217/09 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was one member of the public present, together with Councillor Karen Blundell (Telford & Wrekin Council Mayor and ward member for Apley Castle), P.C. Clare Walker-Shale (Hadley and Leegomery Local Policing Team) and Councillor Helen Williams (Telford & Wrekin Council ward member for Dawley Magna).

The following matters were raised by Mr B Dawes:

Mr Dawes was concerned that the parish Council had agreed to fund the purchase of knife detector gloves for use by the Local Policing team. He felt that the funding which the police force receives through its precept should not be supplemented by local councils. 
The Chairman responded that the principle of police funding had been debated many times by the Council. Whilst some members agreed that the police force should be adequately funded without recourse to outside bodies, the Council also wanted the parish to be policed to the best possible level and the provision of additional targeted finance was in support of that aim. The Council agreed that it would write to the Chief Constable conveying the views expressed.
Mr Dawes also enquired about the outcome of the proposal made in the autumn of 2008 that Hadley Halt railway station should be re-opened. The Clerk explained that the Council had been advised that this could not be pursued due to the very high costs of providing a station to current standards.
218/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7th July 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

219/09 LOCAL POLICING TEAM
The Chairman welcomed PC Clare Walker-Shale who has joined the Hadley and Leegomery Local Policing Team and will cover the Leegomery area. PC Walker-Shale had transferred from the Dawley area, and Councillor Helen Williams, ward member for Dawley Magna praised the work that she had done for that area.
220/09 TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL CHIEF EXECUTIVE
The Chairman introduced Mr Victor Brownlees, who has recently been appointed to the post of Chief Executive of Telford & Wrekin Council.

Mr Brownlees began by saying that he believes in Parish and Town Councils as the building blocks of democracy, and that he wished to work closely with all local councils and the Wrekin Area Committee of SALC. Whilst it may not be possible to agree on absolutely everything, it is important that there is mutual trust and confidence. He said that he was here to listen, and invited questions.
Members asked questions relating to the provision of Arboricultural Officers, Youth Service provision during summer months, and parish council comments on planning applications.

Mr Brownlees explained that the Borough Council is considering the introduction of public participation at Plans Board meetings which will also give Parish Councils a greater opportunity to make their views heard. He also confirmed that he would look in to the other matters raised and provide feedback. He ended by saying that he was keen to make things happen and asked Parish Councils to consider how the Borough Council could help them. 
221/09 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 21ST JULY 2009
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee which was held on the 21st July 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

222/09 MINUTES OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 20TH JULY 2009

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee which was held on the 20th July 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

223/09 MINUTES OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 23RD JULY 2009

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee which was held on the 23rd July 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

224/09 MINUTES OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 19TH AUGUST 2009

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee which was held on the 19th August 2009. 

RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted.

225/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported concerns about a recent “Connecting Communities” Fun Day which had generated adverse comments by members of the public. The Chairman had discussed the matter with the Leader of the Borough Council.
226/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH
There were no reports.
227/09 NOTICE OF CASUAL VACANCY

NOTED that a casual vacancy has arisen in the Apley Castle ward of the Parish Council due to the resignation with effect from 12th August 2009 of Councillor Nicola Durling. The required statutory notice of the vacancy has been published which allows a period of fourteen days in which an election may be called. If at the expiry of the notice period no election has been called, the Council is required to fill the vacancy by co-option which would take place at the meeting of the Council to be held on the 6th October. 

PLANNING 

228/09 Applications for consideration
RESOLVED that no objections be raised in respect of the following applications:
1. W2009/0675 – erection of a two storey side extension, Wayside, Horton Lane, Horton, Telford.

2. W2009/0686 – erection of part two storey and first floor extension over garage including first floor balcony at rear, 21 Chichester Drive, Leegomery, Telford.

229/09 Permissions granted (for information only)

NOTED that Telford and Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

1. W2009/0431 – erection of a two storey building to provide 4 No. apartments with parking and formation of new access following demolition of existing bungalow, 95 Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford.

2. W2009/0502 – erection of a conservatory to rear, 38 Bricklin Mews, Hadley, Telford.

230/09 Notification of withdrawal of applications (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has confirmed that the following applications have been withdrawn, and that it is likely that further applications will be submitted:

W2009/0392 (full planning) – erection of 1 single storey and 13 two storey houses together with access road, and W2009/0479 (listed building) – part demolition of former kitchen garden wall: Watkins Nursery, Apley Castle, Apley, Telford.

231/09 MEMORIAL PLAQUE TO THE LATE HARRY PATCH

The Council considered a request that the Parish Council should arrange for a plaque to be made and erected at Holy Trinity Church, Hadley in memory of the late Harry Patch who was married at the Church in 1919. Prior to his death Mr Patch had become the last surviving veteran of the trenches of the First World War. An offer has been received from a retired wood carver to make the mould for the plaque free of charge, and to arrange for it to be cast. The Council expressed its gratitude for the offer, and confirmed acceptance. As a contingency it also agreed to provide funding if necessary. The Council asked that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Malcolm Gibbons for his kind offer to produce the plaque.
RESOLVED that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:-
The commissioning, production and erection of a plaque at Holy Trinity Church, Hadley to the memory of the late Harry Patch commemorating his marriage at the church in 1919, at a cost of up to £250.00; the expenditure only being necessary in the event that the offer made for the free provision of the plaque cannot be fulfilled.” 
232/09 SUMMER RECESS – ITEMS DEALT WITH UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

NOTED that the following have been dealt with under delegated authority during the summer recess:
1). Planning Applications:

(a) W2009/0611 – erection of dwelling with detached garage and formation of new access to Mill House, Hadley, Telford: Object on the grounds that the proposal is contrary to saved policy HE19 of the Wrekin Local Plan 1995-2006 (protection of the setting of listed buildings). Hadley Park Mill to the east side of Mill House and Hadley Park Hotel to the west side of Mill House are both listed buildings, and Mill House itself although not listed is said to date from the mid 1800s. The three properties together enhance each others settings and form a part of the historical heritage of the local area, with the Mill House sitting centrally in its plot and sympathetically between the other two buildings. The proposed new property would destroy the relationship between the existing buildings and will detract from and damage the setting of the two listed buildings.

(b) W2009/0633 – erection of a two storey rear extension (revised submission of W2009/0271), 76 Redlands Road, Hadley, Telford: No objection

(2) Highways

Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – Hadley Park Road, Hadley

The Council was consulted on a proposed TRO in respect of revised parking restrictions in Hadley Park Road in the vicinity of the Sikh Temple. This consists of the marking of double yellow lines on, and extending from. the junctions of Hadley Park Road with Leegate Avenue, Lucerne Close and the cu-de-sac formed by the former southern end of Hadley Park Road. The proposals are in accordance with those agreed at a site meeting between Highways Officers, Police, local residents and representatives of the Parish Council. Confirmation of the Council’s support for the proposals has therefore been given.

233/09 ADOPTION OF ROADS – HADLEY PARK EAST PHASE 2

NOTED that on the 17th July 2009 Telford & Wrekin Council adopted an area of road at the above location. 

234/09 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT SUPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT

NOTED that the above Supplementary Planning Document was adopted by Telford and Wrekin Council on the 11th May 2009. The document sets out detailed guidance on the consideration of planning applications for telecommunications development in the Borough. 

235/09 RESOLUTION TO BE MOVED ON NOTICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDING ORDERS 18-22.

The Chairman of the Council, Councillor Mrs P Smart, moved that:

“This Council wishes to confirm that there it will not boycott any events involving the Deputy Mayor of Telford & Wrekin, and wishes to be disassociated from those parish councils who have resolved to engage in this practice. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor will continue to enjoy the support of Hadley & Leegomery Parish Council and are wished every success in the functions that each will undertake during their year of office”.
RESOLVED that the motion be agreed.
236/09 HADLEY VILLAGE GREEN APPLICATION – PUBLIC INQUIRY

The Council received notice by Telford & Wrekin Council as the relevant registration authority that a public inquiry is to be held on the 17th and 18th November in respect of the Parish Council’s application for the registration of land known as The Green, Hadley as a village green. The Council then considered a report by the Clerk to the Council in respect of the Council’s participation in the inquiry as applicant, the options for representation at the inquiry and the costs involved.
The Council discussed the appointment of a barrister to represent it at the inquiry, and members commented on the need to pursue the application and overcome the objection that has been lodged, in order to protect the land in question for the benefit of local people. 
RESOLVED that

(i) the Council will appoint Simon Jackson, Solicitor, to act on its behalf in instructing Mr Jeremy Pike, barrister to represent the council at the Public Inquiry in the matter of the Hadley Village Green application; 

(ii) the Council approves the estimates received in respect of legal costs totaling £5,000.00

(iii) the following virements will be made from surplus budget provisions to a budget provision for legal costs:

£1100.00 from Insurance heading

£2000.00 from Community Events heading

£1900.00 from Contingency heading

(iv) Councillors J Smart, P Smart and A Twyford are nominated to accompany the Clerk to the Council at meetings with the barrister.

(s.222, Local Government Act 1972).
237/09 POST OFFICE FACILITIES IN LEEGOMERY

RESOLVED that the Council will make formal representation to Post Office Ltd to request that Post Office facilities are re-instated at Leegomery Centre once the redevelopment of the shop units is completed, in support of a petition in this respect by local residents.

238/09 URBAN GAMES

The Council received information in respect of the future staging of the annual Urban Games event, and a smaller annual BMX fun-day, and considered the Council’s future financial contributions to these events. It is proposed that in future the Urban Games event will be held in alternate years at Leegomery and Malinslee BMX tracks, and that a BMX fun day is held in alternate years opposite to the main event. The next Urban Games to be held in Leegomery will be in 2011, with a fun day to be held in 2010.

RESOLVED that the Council will continue to provide financial support in respect of the above events, and that the sum of £500.00 will be included in the council’s budget for 2010/11 in respect of a BMX fun day, and that the sum of £1000.00 will be included in the Council’s budget for 2011/12 in respect of Urban Games.
(s.19, Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976) 
239/09 PARISH CHARTER REVIEW GROUP TERMS OF REFERENCE

NOTED that following the adoption of the new Parish Charter by Parish & Town Councils and Telford & Wrekin Council, a Parish Charter Review Monitoring Group has been established, and a copy of the Terms of Reference for the Group has been circulated to councils. 

240/09 IDENTITY CARDS

The Council received information in respect of the availability of Identity Cards for members and/or employees of the Council.
RESOLVED that the purchase of identity cards for all employees of the council be authorised, and that the purchase of identity cards for those councillors who wish to have one be authorised, at a cost of £4.50 per card.
(s.111, Local Government Act 1972)
241/09 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2009

The Council considered quotations received in respect of its Christmas lights contract for 2009.

RESOLVED that the quotation for the installation, testing, commissioning, removal and storage of the council’s Christmas lights submitted by PJM Adams Ltd in the sum of £8070.56, being the lowest of three quotations received, be accepted.
(s.144, Local Government Act 1972)
242/09 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 31st July 2009. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised.

243/09 INTERNAL CONTROLS
The Council was informed that Councillor J Smart had completed the quarterly internal control checks for the period ended 31st July 2009.

RESOLVED that the quarterly report of internal controls is approved.
244/09 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of urgent Cheques numbered 301254 to 301278 and the payment of direct debits in favour of UK Fuels Ltd, British Gas and Neopost Ltd is ratified; that the drawing of cheques numbered 301279 to 301282 is authorised; (all as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached); and that Councillors J Smart and M J Smith are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

245/09 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.
The following were NOTED:
(a) Hadley and Leegomery Anti Social Behaviour Task Group: Tuesday 8th September. 1.30 p.m., at

  


   Castle Farm Community Centre, Hadley.


Parish Council Representative: Cllr. R R Plenderleith

(b) HaPPi Partnership Meeting: Wednesday 16th September, 12.30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church, Hadley.

     HaPPi Executive Meeting: Tuesday 29th September, 3.30 p.m., at Holy trinity Church, Hadley.


Parish Council Representative: Cllr. M D Grindrod.


(c) SALC training events:


Councillors – Next Steps 1 & 2: Tuesday 15th September, 7.00 p.m., Wellington Town Council, 






Civic Offices, Tan Bank, Wellington






Thursday 17th September, 7.00 p.m., Shirehall, Shrewsbury


(Details of the above training events have been circulated to members).

(d) The Royal Air Forces Association Wrekin Branch Battle of Britain Service: Sunday 27th September,

 6.00 p.m., St. Georges Parish Church, St. Georges, Telford


The Chairman of the Parish Council, or her representative, and a guest are invited to attend.

246/09 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council approved the dates of the following meetings:


Finance and General Purposes Committee

15th September 2009


Council






 6th October 2009

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.
                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

Cpmins207                                                                                                  Chairman, 6th October 2009 
