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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 1st June 2010
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

108/10 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), P H Durling (Vice-Chairman), E J Austin, R K Austin, R G Dickens, C S J Harrison, W A M McClements, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, S Thomas and                A Twyford. 
Also present C Potts – Clerk.
109/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors M J Smith and L M Wilkes.
110/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.
111/10 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

P C Jenny Nally and 1 member of the public were present. 

PC Nally thanked Councillor Plenderleith for his support with the PACT meetings held in Leegomery. These are proving a success involving the local community and professionals form various agencies. It was particularly pleasing to note that Hadley and Leegomery has not featured in the list of the top ten hot spots for Anti Social Behaviour for the last three months. P C Nally stated that this was undoubtedly due to the additional resource available now that there are two Police Officers on the Local Policing team. She also confirmed that the new vehicle sponsored by the Parish Council has been a great help. In that respect the Council agreed that it was appropriate for operational effectiveness that the vehicle remains unmarked, and it was confirmed that the Parish Council logo will therefore not be displayed. PC Nally also referred to an operation to target the illegal use of mini-motos which is having success. Councillor Plenderleith commented on the success of the PACT meetings at this point.

Councillor Mc Clements reported that young children, one as young as four were being allowed to play unsupervised on and around the traffic island in Shoveler Drive. This had been reported to the police as there was real concern for the safety of young children. 

112/10 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on the 4th May 2010 are confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
113/10 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 18TH MAY 2010

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on the 18th May 2010.

RESOLVED that the minutes are approved and adopted.
114/10 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported action being taken in respect of complaints by residents of The Nettlefolds, Hadley in respect of anti-social behaviour incidents affecting their properties from the Perry Way footpath to their rear. The Borough Council is considering the installation of fencing to screen the properties from the footpath and the Parish Council will be asked to consider providing suitable shrubs to plant in front of the fence.

The Council was of the view that the need for fencing at this location should have been a condition of planning consent, which would have obliged the developers to install the screen. The Parish Council had raised valid objections to the planning application in respect of density and parking provision but full consent was given.

The Council asked the Clerk to write to the Head of Planning and the Chairman of the Plans Board to express its dissatisfaction at the outcome and the resulting problems now being experienced by residents. 
115/10 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH
Councillor Plenderleith referred to the reports already given in the public session regarding the PACT meetings.
PLANNING 

Applications for consideration
116/10 RESOLVED that no objection be made in respect of the following:
	TWC/2010/0105TWC/2010/0106
	
	Apley Woods, Dovecote, Apley, Telford, Shropshire, TF1 6RH


	Replacement door (planning and Listed Building consent)


	TWC/2010/0110
	
	7 Ice House Close, Apley, Telford, Shropshire, TF1 6RJ
	Installation of a replacement patio door


	TWC/2010/0112
	
	33 Oakworth Close, Hadley, Telford, Shropshire, TF1 5DP
	Change of use of private open space to private garden land and erection of a 1.8m high close boarded fence


	TWC/2010/0161
	
	33 Oakworth Close, Hadley, Telford, Shropshire, TF1 5DP
	Erection of timber shed to rear of garage (retrospective)

	
	


117/10 RESOLVED that the Council objects to the following applications on the grounds detailed below:
	TWC/2010/0133

TWC/2010/0134
	
	Watkins Nursery, Apley Castle, Telford, Shropshire, 
	Erection of 2no. dwellings with demolition of 4.1m section of wall to allow vehicular access to site (planning and Listed Building consent )


 Listed Building Application:
The demolition of a section of listed wall to provide access to two proposed dwellings is unacceptable. The proposal is contrary to saved policies HE15 & 16 of the Wrekin Local Plan and Policy CS14 of the Core Strategy.  The loss of this further section of listed wall is not necessary for the long term survival of the wall, as this has already been secured by consent for development within the walled garden. The proposed two dwellings will adversely impact on the setting of the listed wall and the surrounding heritage area.

Full Planning Application:
In addition to the comments detailed at 0133 which apply equally to the full planning application, the Council believes that the habitat survey submitted with the application is flawed in that the ground area was cleared of its vegetation by contractors and a layer of top soil added shortly before the survey was undertaken. Local residents confirm that prior to that the land had not been cultivated for a number of years and would therefore have become part of the adjoining woodland habitat. The Council also raised concerns that the assessment of the likely presence of Great Crested Newts was not sufficiently detailed based on the presence of historic pools nearby.
The Council also raises concerns about security and crime prevention in relation to the proposed gat eto be incorporated in a metal rail fence on the boundary of the application site with the adjoining woods. This would create a through route for the whole walled garden development, and increase the risk of crime.

The Council also requests that a meeting be arranged with the Head of Planning, the Planning Officer for the case, the Ward Member for Apley Castle, the Clerk and Councillor S. Thomas to discuss the Council’s concerns about the habitat survey.
118/10 Permissions granted (for information only)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:

W2009/1107 (Listed building) – part demolition of former kitchen garden wall, former Watkins Nursery, Apley castle, Apley, Telford.

W2010/0069 – change of use of part of public house car park into hand car wash including siting of a portacabin (retrospective), The Cross Keys, Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford.

W2010/0134 – erection of a 2.1m high anti-climb fence and double gates and construction of a new vehicular access to rear of site, 44-46 High Street, Hadley, Telford.

W2010/0155 – change of use from class B1, B2 and B8 to a gymnasium class D2, Unit 14 Hadley Business Park, Hadley Park Road, Hadley, Telford.

W2010/0161 – erection of 1 No. internally illuminated 2.5m high free standing double sided display unit (retrospective), Trench Lock Garage, Trench Lock, Telford.

119/10 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 30th April 2010 and a report on internal controls. Councillor Plenderleith had carried out the quarterly internal control checks for the period ended 30.4.10 covering payroll, bank reconciliation, cash floats, payments and income received.
RESOLVED that the report be approved.

120/10 PAYMENTS
Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.
RESOLVED that the drawing of urgent cheques numbered 301580 and 301581 is ratified; and that the drawing of cheques numbered 301582 to 301588 and payment of direct debits in favour of Severn Trent Water Ltd and Neopost Ltd. is authorised, as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached); and that Councillors R G Dickens and J Smart are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.
121/10 PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2009/10

The Council received for approval its accounts for the year ended 31st March 2010.

RESOLVED that:

1) The report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended 31st March 2010 be approved and adopted;

2) The Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2010 as submitted be approved and adopted;

3) In respect of the Council’s Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2010:

i) Section 1: Accounting Statements – the Council approves the statements and authorises the Chairman to sign the Annual Return on behalf of the Council;

ii) Section 2: Annual Governance Statement – the Council approves the completion of the Annual Governance Statement and authorises the Chairman to sign the Statement on behalf of the Council.

122/10 INTERNAL AUDITOR APPOINTMENT

RESOLVED that the Council confirms the re-appointment of Mr D Moore as its Internal Auditor for 2010/11, and that the scope of the internal audit is as specified in the letter of appointment previously approved by the Council. 
123/10 HIGHWAYS – POOL MEADOW

The Council received details of the Borough Council’s response to the Parish Council’s request for resurfacing of the highway in Pool Meadow, Hadley.
RESOLVED that the Council writes again to the Borough Council repeating the reasons set out in its earlier letters including the fact that the road is now a bus route, requesting that the matter be reviewed again.

124/10 ETRURIA VILLAGE

The Council received an update in respect of correspondence with the Borough Council and developers regarding the adoption of roads and public spaces in the Etruria Village estate, Hadley. All parties have stated that adoption should be completed by the end of July 2010. 
RESOLVED that the information is noted.
125/10 PRINCESS ROYAL HOSPITAL – CORRESPONDENCE

The Council received replies to its letters regarding the resignation of Dr A. Inglis form the board of NHS Telford & Wrekin and concerns for the future of services at the Princess Royal Hospital.
RESOLVED that the responses contained in the letter received is noted.

126/10 TELFORD AND WREKIN COUNCIL STANDARDS COMMITTEE – PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENATION

RESLOVED that the Council’s view of the representation of Parish/Town Councils on the Telford & Wrekin Standards Committee is that it is appropriate for the purpose.

127/10 COMMUNITY GOVERNOR – ST LAWRENCE C. E. PRIMARY SCHOOL, PRESTON

RESOLVED that the Council nominates Mrs J MacPherson to continue as Community Governor on the governing body of St. Lawrence C.E. Primary School, Preston, when the exiting term of office ends on the 19th October 2010. 

128/10 CAR ALLOWANCE RATES

RESOLVED that the implementation of revised car mileage rates published by NALC, effective from 1.4.2010 is authorised, subject to the inclusion of the option for staff to claim at the reduced tax-free rate published by HM Revenue & Customs. 

129/10 TELFORD & WREKIN RURAL PARISH HOUSING NEEDS SURVEYS – RURAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING EVENT 16TH JUNE 2010

This matter had been deferred at the last meeting of the Council. Further information had now been received and as a result the Council was of the view that the process was not relevant to Horton due to its proximity to the urban area of Telford where supplies of affordable housing are available, and that the Council did not therefore wish to take part.

RESOLVED that the above be communicated to the Borough Council.

130/10 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.

RESOLVED that the dates and times of the following are noted:

· Telford & Wrekin Parish Forum – 7.00 p.m. Tuesday 8th June 2010, Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford.

· Public Consultation events re: proposals for Hadley Centre:
Tuesday 8th June 2010,  6.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.

Friday 11th June 2010, 2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.

at Castle Farm Community Centre, Hadley. 

131/10 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED that the dates of the following meetings are approved:

· Finance and General Purposes Committee

15th June 2010
· Council





  6th July 2010
132/10 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.
PERSONNEL

133/10 Renewal of Youth Engagement Officer’s contract of employment

The council discussed the terms of renewal of the Youth Engagement Officer’s contract of employment which expires on the 30th June 2010. The Clerk had submitted a report which set out suggested terms and amendments required to the job description.


RESOLVED that the renewal of the Youth Engagement Officer’s contract of employment is authorised as follows:

· For a fixed term of six months from the 1st July 2010;

· For 8 hours per week to include two hours between 6.00 p.m. and 8.00 p.m. each Wednesday, the remainder flexibly worked;

· At the rate of remuneration applicable to the existing contract which expires on the 30th June 2010;

· All other terms and conditions as specified in the existing contract;
and that a revised job description in the form submitted to the Council is adopted, subject to the deletion of the words “work in a diverse and multi-cultural environment” in the penultimate line of the person specification.

134/10 Emergency/relief cover for Youth Engagement Officer

The Council considered options available for providing emergency/relief cover for the Youth Engagement Officer in the event of absence due to leave or sickness.  The Council noted that this would involve the following:  
· To be responsible for the safety and welfare of young people attending the Youth Café

· To act as the lead officer during the time the Youth Café is open, providing leadership and support for volunteer workers

· To be responsible for stock and cash 

RESOLVED that the Council accepts the offer by the Borough Council Development Manger for Voluntary/Community Support to provide relief cover for the Youth Engagement Officer from within his team of staff, charged at the hourly rate applicable to the individual providing cover; and that this arrangement be reviewed at the time of the next review of the Youth Engagement Officer’s contract. 
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

cpmins234                                                                                                         Chairman, 6th July 2010
