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HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held on the 1st December 2009
commencing at 7.00 p.m.

358/09 PRESENT
Councillors P Smart (Chairman), R K Austin, R G Dickens, P H Durling, M D Grindrod,                      C S J Harrison, W A M McClements, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart and A Twyford. 
359/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were accepted from Councillors E J Austin, M J Smith and L M Wilkes.
360/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.
361/09 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

P.C. Claire Walker-Shale, Local Police Officer for Leegomery, reported on the success of the Operation Clean Sweep that had taken place in Hadley on the 17th – 19th November, and thanked the agencies which had supported the operation including the Parish Council. P.C. Walker-Shale also reported on the recent PACT meeting that had taken place which had produced three clear issues of concern: parking around Apley Wood Primary School; school pupils attempting to persuade adults in Hadley Centre to purchase cigarettes for them; and traffic jumping red traffic lights on Haybridge Road. Action is being taken in respect of these issues.

There was 1 member of the public present, no matters were raised.
362/09 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 3rd November 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman, subject to the alteration of the word “principal” to “principle” in the third paragraph of minute 311/09.
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEWS

363/09 Parish of Hadley and Leegomery – proposed amendments to ward arrangements Terms of Reference consultation.

The Chairman introduced Mr Melvin Humphreys, Electoral Services Manager, Telford & Wrekin Council, who was in attendance to explain the Terms of Reference document published by Telford & Wrekin Council in respect of proposals to divide the existing Hadley and Leegomery ward of the Parish in to three smaller wards. 
Mr Humphreys began by saying that the present Hadley and Leegomery ward of the Parish of Hadley and Leegomery is the largest parish ward in the Borough, and is larger than 21 of the Borough’s 28 whole parishes. Indeed it is larger than the majority of whole parishes in England. The Borough Council’s Licensing Committee therefore fully accepted the points made by the Parish Council in requesting this review.
He explained that the terms of reference Document is not to provide the answers to the questions about warding arrangement but to set out the relevant facts and the legal considerations that must be taken in to account to help the Parish Council and local residents to reach an informed decision on their responses to the consultation.
The existing polling districts within the Hadley and Leegomery ward have been taken as a starting point for possible ward boundaries, but other factors must also be considered. The polling districts are designed as units for the convenience of voters and not intended as wards. Any change made to the ward arrangements could affect the balance of councillors to electors, although the Borough Council has stated that it does not expect the review to either increase or decrease the total number of councillors. 

One of the factors which lead to the Parish Council requesting the review is the cost of elections. In the case of a bye election smaller wards would significantly reduce the costs of an election if called, although in the case of ordinary elections there would be some loss of economy of scale. The review must also take account of projected new dwellings, although this is difficult to determine in the current economic climate.

In considering the matter the Parish Council will need to recommend suitable boundaries for the revised wards, and although the polling districts are a good starting point it will be necessary to consider some alterations to those boundaries to maintain an appropriate balance of electors to councillors, and also to ensure that the proposed wards reflect clear physical or social differences within a parish and have relevance for the electorate. The number of councillors for each ward must also be considered. Mr Humphries explained that in respect of rural or partly rural areas there can be a case for a smaller number of electors to each councillor.
All members have been provided with a copy of the Terms of Reference document and the Council will be required to agree its response to the questions posed in the document at its next meeting to be held on the 5th January.

The Chairman thanked Mr Humphreys for his attendance and helpful explanation.
364/09 Parish of Lilleshall and Donnington – proposed formation of separate parishes

The Council was asked to consider whether it wishes to make comments or representations in respect of a consultation on the proposed division of Lilleshall and Donnington Parish Council in to two separate Parish Councils. Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council has been included as a consultee as a neighbouring parish.
Members were of the view that the matter should be a decision for the residents and councillors of the parish concerned, but it was proposed that the Council should comment on the increasing trend of requests to split up parish councils. It was felt that this is an unwelcome trend which would increase costs unnecessarily, and that the resulting smaller councils would become more restricted due to the limits of a smaller precept whilst still needing to provide their own officers.
RESOLVED that the Council submits the comments detailed above to the Borough Council.
365/09 MINUTES OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 17TH NOVEMBER 2009

The Committee considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on the 17th November 2009.

RESOLVED that, subject to the alteration of the word “principal” to “principle” in the fourth paragraph of minute 344/09, the minutes be approved and adopted.
Arising thereon:

366/09 Minute 346/09 – ratification of emergency expenditure on Christmas Lighting

RESOLVED that expenditure of £2300.00 incurred on a replacement Christmas light feature for the footbridge over Britannia Way, as detailed and recommended at minute 346/09 of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on the 17th November 2009, be ratified.
367/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported the following:
· Letter from the recently retired Coroner for Telford and Wrekin

· Letter of thanks from Mark Pritchard MP for the support for his campaign against the proposed reduction in services at the Princess Royal Hospital

· A comment in respect of the Council’s Christmas lights and global warming

· Update on the position regarding enforcement action at the site of Junction 6 Motors

· Parking of trade vehicles on Borough Council owned land opposite Junction 6 Motors – Councilor R K Austin is to take this up with Borough Council officers

Councillor Moore gave her apologies and left the meeting at this point.

368/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS SPECIFICALLY RELATING TO THE PARISH

The Chairman reported that she had attended a meeting of the Wrekin Area Committee of Shropshire Association of Local Councils at which concerns were raised about the level of representation given to Telford & Wrekin local councils on the SALC Executive.

PLANNING 

369/09 Applications for consideration

RESOLVED that no objection be made in respect of the following:

1. W2009/0961 – erection of a conservatory to rear, 18 Hadley Gardens, Hadley, Telford.

2. W2009/0976 – erection of a two storey side and rear extensions, porch and extension to car port,    Rai House, Manse Road, Hadley, Telford.

370/09 Notice of appeal

The Council noted that an appeal has been made in respect of the refusal of permission by Telford & Wrekin Council for the following:

W2009/0686 – erection of part two storey and first floor extension over garage including first floor balcony, 21 Chichester Drive, Leegomery, Telford.

371/09 PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER CRESCENT ROAD, HADLEY

RESOLVED that the Council supports a proposed Traffic Regulation Order which will amend the times of parking restrictions in Crescent Road, Hadley.
372/09 PROPOSED TENNIS CENTRE

The Council received and noted a letter from the Borough Council Lead Member for Children and Young People in response to the Parish Council’s concerns relating to the decision not to locate the proposed tennis centre at Hadley Learning Community.
373/09 BT RED TELEPHONE KIOSK – HORTON

The Council received a report following consultation of residents of Horton village in respect of the possible adoption by the Parish Council of the red telephone kiosk located adjacent to the Queen’s Head public house car park in Horton. Consultation questionnaires had been delivered to 52 properties, and of the 17 replies received 9 were in favour of the Council adopting the kiosk. The 
Council was of the view that as only 9 households out of 52 were actively in favour of retaining the kiosk this would not justify the expenditure necessary on upkeep and maintenance.
RESOLVED that the Council does not adopt the red telephone kiosk at Horton.
374/09 POLICE VEHICLE SPONSORSHIP

The Council was informed that West Mercia Police have confirmed the amount required to purchase a vehicle for use by the Local Policing team as £9,200.00. The Council has previously agreed to fund up to £10,000.00. The Council was informed that there may be a contribution by other local partner organisations which would reduce the actual amount payable by the Council. Should this be confirmed the Council agreed that the balance between £9200 and the actual sum paid should be transferred to an Earmarked Reserve for future police vehicle sponsorship.
RESOLVED that 

1. Expenditure of £9,200.00 in respect of sponsorship to West Mercia Police for the purchase of a new plain vehicle for use by the Local Policing Team is authorised; 

2. If it is confirmed that other sponsors will fund part of the cost the Council’s payment will be reduced accordingly;

3. In the event that other sponsors do contribute, the balance between the actual sum paid by the Council and £9,200.00 is to be transferred to an Earmarked Reserve for future police vehicle sponsorship;

4. The sum of £9,200 is to be transferred from the General Fund to fund the above expenditure and Earmarked Reserve.

375/09 FINANCIAL REPORT

The Council received a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation to 31st October 2009 and a report on internal controls. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

376/09 INTERNAL CONTROLS

The Council was informed that Councillor J Smart had completed the quarterly internal control checks for the period ended 31st October 2009.

RESOLVED that the quarterly report of internal controls is approved.

377/09 PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that the drawing of cheque number 301351 is ratified; the drawing of cheques numbered 301369 to 301376 and the payment of direct debits in favour of Neopost Ltd, British Gas and Severn Trent Water, as detailed in the lists contained in the report (copies attached) is authorised; and that Councillors R G Dickens and J Smart are authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.

378/09 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.

The Council was informed of the following:
(1) Regeneration – meeting for all members with representatives of Telford & Wrekin Council to receive details of the draft regeneration proposals has been postponed until January 2010, date to be advised;
(2) Shropshire Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting – Saturday 5th December 2009 at Shirehall, Shrewsbury. Full programme 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m., AGM only 1.30 p.m. – 3.00 p.m.

(3) The meeting of Hadley People’s Partnership (HaPPi) scheduled for 2nd December has been cancelled. 

(4) Parish Council Christmas parties for Senior Citizens – Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th December 2009, from 3.00 p.m. till 6.00 p.m. each day at Castle Farm Community Centre.

(5) Parish Council Christmas Concert – with Hadley and District Orpheus Male Voice Choir and choirs from Millbrook Primary School and Apley Wood Primary School – 7.00 p.m. Tuesday 15th December 2009 at Hadley Methodist Church.

379/09 NEXT CYCLE OF MEETINGS

The Council noted the dates of the following meetings:


Finance and General Purposes Committee

8th December 2009


Council





5th January 2010

The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

                                       
                 
      _____________________________________

cpmins213                                                                                                  Chairman, 5th January 2010 

