A                                                      
HADLEY AND LEEEGOMERY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 5th May 2009
which commenced at 7.00 p.m.

47/09 PRESENT

Councillors P Smart (Chairman), R K Austin, R G Dickens, P H Durling, M D Grindrod,          W A M McClements, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, J Smart, and A Twyford.
Note: Under section 15 of the Local Government Act 1972, the retiring chairman continues in office until a successor becomes entitled to act as chairman, that is, until the first agenda item has been dealt with.

48/09 CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL
Nominations for the office of Chairman of the Council were:

Councillor P Smart (proposed: Cllr R G Dickens, seconded: Cllr G I Moore).
RESOLVED that Councillor P Smart be elected Chairman of the Council until the date of the next Annual Meeting of the Council.

Councillor P Smart subscribed a declaration of acceptance of the office of Chairman.
49/09 VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

Nominations for the office of Vice-Chairman were:

Councillor P H Durling (proposed: Cllr J Smart, seconded: Cllr R G Dickens)
RESOLVED that Councillor P H Durling be elected Vice-Chairman of the Council until the date of the next Annual Meeting of the Council.

50/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Councillors E J Austin, N M Durling, S N Durling and               M J Smith.
51/09 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND ELECTION OF CHAIRMEN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES
It was proposed by Councillor J Smart and seconded by Councillor R R Plenderleith that all Committees be re-elected en-bloc subject to the following amendments:

Finance and General Purposes Committee – Councillor A Twyford to fill the vacancy created by Councillor Parkinson’s resignation; Councillor R G Dickens to be Chairman and Councillor J Smart Vice-Chairman.

Personnel Committee

Membership to be increased to six; Councillor A Twyford to fill the vacancy created by Councillor Parkinson’s resignation; Councillor P H Durling to be appointed to serve on the Committee.

Appeals Committee

Councillor S N Durling to replace Councillor A Twyford.
Emergency Committee 

Councillor M D Grindrod to fill the vacancy created by Councillor Parkinson’s resignation.

RESOLVED that the foregoing amendments be approved and that members be appointed to serve on committees until the date of the next Annual Meeting of the Council as follows:
Finance and General Purposes Committee

Councillors R G Dickens, P H Durling, S N Durling, M D Grindrod, G I Moore,                         R R Plenderleith, J Smart,  M J Smith, A Twyford and M L Wickstead (the Chairman of the Council will serve as an ex-officio member in accordance with Standing Orders);
Councillor   R G Dickens be appointed Chairman of the Committee and Councillor J Smart Vice-Chairman of the Committee;

The Committee retains its delegated powers to respond to planning applications on behalf of the Council, to approve payments to be made on behalf of the Council that have been previously authorised, and to authorise individual items of expenditure up to £2500.00 within its own agreed budget;

The Committee retains its delegated powers to approve arrangements for community events organised by the Council, to direct and take recommendations from the Events Task Group within the budget provisions set for each event, and to approve the appointment of volunteer members to the Task Group from time to time as required for individual events.
Events Task Group

Lead member Councillor P H Durling, members to volunteer to join the Task Group in respect of each event organised, as approved by the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  

Personnel Committee

Councillors P H Durling, G I Moore, R R Plenderleith, P Smart, M J Smith and A Twyford; Councillor P Smart be appointed Chairman of the Committee.
Appeals Committee
Councillors R G Dickens, S N Durling, M D Grindrod, J Smart and M L Wickstead
Emergency Committee

Councillors R G Dickens, P H Durling, M D Grindrod, M J Smith and M L Wickstead.
52/09 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED that the following be appointed to represent the Council on the under-mentioned bodies until the date of the next Annual Meeting of the Council:
(a) Wrekin Area Committee of Shropshire Association of Local Councils: the Chairman of the Council and Councillor P H Durling.
(b) Telford and Wrekin Parishes Forum; the Chairman of the Council.
(c) Snow Warden: Councillor M D Grindrod.
(d) Telford and Wrekin Bus Users’ Group: Mrs K M Wilkes (bus using member of the public).
(e) Hadley People’s Partnership (HaPPi): Councillor M D Grindrod.
(f) Hadley and Leegomery Anti-Social Behaviour Task Group: Councillor R R Plenderleith.
(g) Tree Warden: Councillor P Smart.
(h) National Association of Councillors: Councillor P H Durling.
53/09 MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 7th April 2009 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
54/09 HADLEY LEARNING COMMUNITY

The Chairman welcomed Dr. Gill Eatough, Principal of Hadley Learning Community, to the meeting.
Dr Eatough stated that she wished to speak about one particular issue, that of standards of achievement, but would be pleased to answer questions on any other matters relating to Hadley Learning Community. Dr Eatough began by outlining the assessment and testing framework for primary school children, referring to changes made to Key Stage 1 assessments. She explained that since HLC opened the youngest children had begun to develop and reach the national expectation levels. Many children come in to the reception year with existing literacy problems but progress is being made. 
The recent Key Stage 2 league tables showed that HLC had not done well in the SATs in 2008, but teachers are aware of the problems and are addressing them. In particular, the writing assessment involved a historical autobiography which the children did not do well at. There were also problems with the marking of papers nationally and some of HLC papers were lost for 3 months and only returned at the end of October, and were poorly marked. The current year 6 students are on track and Dr Eatough guarantees that standards will rise this year. She sees 2009 as a transformational year for standards at HLC.
In the secondary phase the GCSE results in 2008 were poor in terms of the national benchmark of at least 30% of students achieving 5 or more A to C grades including Maths and English, with a level of 25% achieved. In fact the schools own predictions were for a 23% level based on the abilities in the cohort, whilst for 2009 it is expected that the benchmark will be achieved. The current year 11 has 98 students, which will increase to 150 the following year and then to 180, which will reduce the impact that any one student’s results will have on the overall performance. 

Dr Eatough summarised by saying that the drive to raise standards is massive, that it has always been said that it would take 5 years to achieve with a brand new school, and asked that people believe in the school and be proud of the students.

Dr Eatough than answered a range of questions relating to achievement, the principles of testing and measuring achievement, and the changes to be made to reception intake arrangements.
The Chairman thanked Dr Eatough for her explanations and confirmed support for the school.

55/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, AND COMMENTS BY MEMBERS WITH PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC IN RESPECT OF ITEMS INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA ONLY.
There were no declarations of interests.
56/09 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 21ST APRIL 2009
The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on the 21st April 2009.
RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and adopted, subject to the correction of an error in the numbering of minutes such that minutes are numbered from 28/09 consecutively to 39/09, for confirmation by the Committee at its next meeting.
57/09 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 21ST APRIL 2009
The Council received the minutes of the above meeting.
58/09 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman reported the following:
A letter had been written on behalf of the Council to the outgoing Chief Executive of Telford and Wrekin Council thanking him for his contribution to partnership working, particularly in connection with regeneration, and wishing him well.
Attendance at Telford Sea Cadets presentation evening

Reference to the recent resignation of Councillor E A Parkinson and proposed that the Council should write to Councillor Parkinson thanking her for her past service, hard work and innovation. 
59/09 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES – MATTERS RELATING SPECIFICALLY TO THE PARISH

There were no reports.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

60/09 applications for consideration
RESOLVED that no objection be made in respect of the following:

1. W2009/0327 – erection of a single storey extension, 67 Haybridge Road, Hadley, Telford

61/09 permission granted (for information)
NOTED that Telford and Wrekin Council has granted permission in respect of the following:
1. W2009/0136 – two storey side extension and ground floor rear extension following removal of existing garage, 44 Manor Road, Hadley, Telford.

2. W2009/0150(TPO) – tree works as per schedule, TTC Group, Hadley Park, Hadley, Telford.

3. W2009/0155 – erection of building for supermarket, 2 No. retail units and 1 No. takeaway unit, with parking, land off Pool Farm Avenue, Leegomery, Telford.

62/09 TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

NOTED that Telford and Wrekin Council has confirmed and made permanent the following Order made on the 15th October 2008, previously notified:

The Trees around Haybridge Hall Flats, Hadley, Telford, Shropshire, Tree Preservation Order 2008, in respect of:

· 3 Mature Wellingtonias

· 2 Mature Yews

63/09 HIGHWAYS – HORTON LANE (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

NOTED that Telford & Wrekin Council has decided not to proceed with the proposed experimental closure of Horton Lane. A copy of a letter sent to residents by the Borough Council had been circulated with the agenda.

64/09 PARISH CHARTER

The Council was asked to adopt the revised Parish Charter between (1) Parish and Town Councils in Telford & Wrekin and (2) Telford & Wrekin Council, and to authorise the Chairman and the Clerk to sign the document on behalf of the Council. A copy of the Charter document had been circulated with the agenda and a draft of the charter had been previously approved by the Parish Council. 
RESOLVED that the Council adopts the new Parish Charter and authorises the Chairman and the Clerk to sign the formal copy once it is available, having first been signed by the Chief Executive and Leader of the Borough Council; and that the Council should write to the Leader of the Borough Council as follows:

(a) confirming the Parish Council’s commitment to the revised Charter and thanking the Administration for recognising the importance of Parish and Town Councils as the first tier of local government; 
(b) stressing that, as has been experienced with the previous document, it is the commitment of officers that will make this document successful.
(c) the Parish Council looks to Telford and Wrekin Council to raise the awareness of the document within its teams and we as a Parish Council will recognise our commitments also so that we have a partnership in the true sense of the word that really is working together to serve the people of the Borough

65/09CONSULTATION – RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

The Council received a report, which included suggested points which the Council could raise in its response, in respect of a consultation by Telford & Wrekin Council on its Rights of Way Improvement Plan.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to respond to the Rights of Way Improvement Plan consultation on behalf of the Council incorporating the suggested comments contained in the report submitted.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Clerk submitted a report (copy attached) which included a bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2009. Councillor J Smart had verified against invoices etc. the cheques to be drawn.

66/09 RESOLVED that expenditure incurred on behalf of the Council under the terms of Financial Regulation 3.4 as detailed in the report be authorised;

67/09 RESOLVED that the drawing of cheques numbered 301158 to 301169 and the payment of a direct debit in favour of G E Capital Equipment Finance detailed in the approval lists contained in the report (copies attached) be authorised, and that Councillors J Smart and P Smart (being the only cheque signatories present) be authorised to sign the cheques to be drawn.
68/09 BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATORIES

The Council was asked to review the authorised signatories for the Council’s bank accounts following the resignation of Councillor E A Parkinson.

RESOLVED that Councillor R G Dickens be appointed as a signatory to the council’s bank accounts to replace Councillor E A Parkinson.
69/09 MEETINGS, CONFERENCES ETC.
The Council noted the following:
(a) Anti-Social Behaviour Task Group: Tuesday 12th May at 2.00 p.m. at Castle Farm Community Centre.

(b) Annual General Meeting of WAC:  Wednesday 3rd June 2009 at 7.00p.m. at Progress House, Stirchley. 

(c) HaPPi: Wednesday 10th June at 12.30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church, Hadley.

70/09 TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 2009/10

The Council approved a programme of meetings for the coming year and noted that the next meeting of the Council will be held on the 2nd June 2009. 

71/09 GURKHAS’ RIGHT TO SETTLE IN THE UK.
The Chairman of the Council proposed that the Council should write to the Prime Minister to express the Council’s deep concern that the changes introduced with the intention of allowing all ex-Gurkhas to settle in the United Kingdom appear to be ineffective, and request that the matter is reviewed and the necessary further changes to legislation made to allow any  former Gurkha soldier the right to reside in the United Kingdom.
Members pointed out that the provisions of the relevant legislation would need to be backdated to allow all Gurkhas these rights, which does not normally happen. It was felt that great progress had been made already in the rights of former Gurkha soldiers, but that further action is required to allow all former Gurkhas the right to settle in the UK.
RESOLVED that the proposal be approved, and that the Clerk should write accordingly to the Prime Minister.
The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.
_______________________________

Chairman, 2nd June 2009
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